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AGENDA
FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOUSING COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2008
12:00 NOON
MARINA MANOR
3401-05 VIA DOLCE AVENUE
MARINA DEL REY, CA 90292
(323) 650-3090

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call
Severyn Aszkenazy, Chair
Adriana Martinez, Vice Chair
Philip Dauk
Lynn Caffrey Gabriel

Henry Porter, Jr.

Alberta Parrish
Bertha Scott

3. Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meetings

Regular Meeting of December 19, 2007

4, Report of the Executive Director

5. Notice of Closed Session

Government Code Section 54957: Employee Performance Evaluation

6. Public Comments

The public may speak on matters that are within the jurisdiction of the
Housing Commission. Each person is limited to three minutes.

7. Staff Presentations

Multifamily Mortgage Revenue Bond - Gregg Kawczynski

Housing Authority Public Housing Resident Survey - Betsy Lindsay
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Regular Agenda

8. Award One-Year Agreements to Provide Countywide Asbestos and/or

Lead Consulting Services (All Districts)

Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that approval of one-year
Asbestos and/or Lead Consulting Services Agreements is not subject to the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described
herein, because the action will not have the potential for causing a significant
effect on the environment; approve and authorize the Executive Director of
the Housing Authority to execute one-year Asbestos and/or Lead Consulting
Services Agreements (Agreements) with eight consulting firms identified in
Attachment A, to provide asbestos and/or lead consulting services on a
project-by-project, as needed basis during the development and/or
rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial and other facilities
throughout the County of Los Angeles, to be effective upon execution by all
parties, and to use as needed for this purpose a maximum aggregate amount
of $80,000, to be incorporated into the Housing Authority’s approved 2007-
2008 Fiscal Year budget; authorize the Executive Director of the Housing
Authority to execute additional Asbestos and/or Lead Consultant contracts
with one or more consulting firms from among five other qualified proposals
received, also identified in Attachment A, provided that the consulting rates of
these additional firms do not exceed the rates provided in their respective
proposals; authorize the Executive Director to execute amendments to the
Agreements, following approval as to form by County Counsel, to extend the
contract term for up to two additional years, in one-year increments,
contingent upon the availability of funds; authorize the Executive Director to
increase the aggregate contract amount by up to $8,000 for any unforeseen,
needed asbestos and/or lead consulting services. (APPROVE)

Award Landscape Maintenance Services Contract for Ujima Village
Housing Development (2)

Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that approval of a
landscape maintenance services contract for Ujima Village is exempt from
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described herein,
because the services will not have the potential for causing a significant
effect on the environment; approve and authorize the Executive Director of
the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles to execute a one-year
contract (Contract) in the amount of $115,728, in substantially the form of the
attached, and all related documents, with Far East Landscape &
Maintenance, Inc. (Far East), to provide landscape maintenance services at
the Ujima Village housing development, to be effective following approval as
to form by County Counsel and execution by all parties; authorize the
Executive Director to execute amendments to the Contract, following
approval as to form by County Counsel, to extend the time of performance
for an additional two years, in one-year increments, at the same annual
amount of $115,728; authorize the Executive Director to use a maximum
amount of $347,184 over a three-year period for the purposes describe
above, comprised of $115,728 in funds included in the Housing Authority’s




approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget, and $231,456 in funds to be
requested through the Housing Authority’s annual budget approval process.
(APPROVE)

10. Housing Commissioners Comments and Recommendations for Future

Agenda ltems
Housing Commissioners may provide comments or suggestions for future

Agenda items.

Copies of the preceding agenda items are on file and are available for public
inspection between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the
Housing Authority’s main office located at 2 Coral Circle in the City of Monterey
Park. Access to the agenda and supporting documents is also available on the
Housing Authority’s website.

Agendas in Braille are available upon request. American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters, or
reasonable modifications to Housing Commission meeting policies and/or procedures, to assist
members of the disabled community who would like to request a disability-related
accommodation in addressing the Commission, are available if requested at least three business
days prior to the Board meeting. Later requests will be accommodated to the extent possible.
Please contact the Executive Office of the Housing Authority by phone at (323) 838-5051, or by
e-mail at marisol.ramirez@lacdc.org, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.




THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOUSING COMMISSION

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

The meeting was convened at the Headquarters Office, located at 2 Coral Circle,
Monterey Park, California.

Digest of the meeting. The Minutes are being reported seriatim. A taped record
is on file at the main office of the Housing Authority.

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Henry Porter, Jr. at 12:25 p.m.

ROLL CALL Present Absent
Lynn Caffrey Gabriel X
Henry Porter, Jr.
Severyn Aszkenazy
Philip Dauk
Adriana Martinez
Bertha Scott
Alberta Parrish

X XX XX

PARTIAL LIST OF STAFF PRESENT:

Bobbette Glover, Assistant Executive Director
Maria Badrakhan, Director, Housing Management
Emilio Salas, Director, Administrative Services

GUESTS PRESENT:
Rick Velazquez, Deputy, Fourth District

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting
On Motion by Commissioner Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Dauk, the
minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 28, 2007 were approved.

Agenda Item No. 4 - Report of the Executive Director
Bobbette Glover reported on the following items:

Ms. Pam Komac, Kings Road Housing Development Resident, inquired about an
earlier request to clarify whether the public can place items on the Housing
Commission agenda. County Counsel has advised that the public may not place
items on the agenda, but may raise items, questions or comments as part of the
- public comment portion of the agenda. A copy of the response to Ms. Komac was
included in the agenda package.



Ms. Glover advised that a status report on items pending from the November
meeting will be provided at the January meeting.

Ms. Glover asked Margarita Lares-Herrera to provide an update on the Section 8
Program. Ms. Lares-Herrera advised that Nelrod, the technical consulting
company, has issued a very positive report after a 16-week on-site assessment.
The principal consultant reported that he is confident that the Housing Authority
will achieve high performer status within the next year. He is very comfortable
with the procurement process and implementation of the Yardi system. He is very
complimentary of the new employee training program, and the outside
consultants hired for this purpose.

Carios Jackson complimented staff for their hard work, commitment and
dedication in helping turn the Section 8 Program status around. The next
challenge is to sustain what the Housing Authority has accomplished. The Nelrod
report confirms the changes and improvements that have taken place.

Back in July 2006 we had a low of 68 new contracts issued compared to 800 new
contracts issued in October 2007 thereby, achieving the goal of 95% lease up by
the end of December 2007. The Housing Authority has been able to sustaina 1 -
2% delinquency in inspections allowing us to receive the maximum points as
identified on the Corrective Action Plan.

Yardi, the new software system, is scheduled to go live in April.

Mr. Jackson acknowledged Ed Giriffin, the consultant, for being instrumental in
helping staff focus on the important issues. Ed Griffin thanked Carlos Jackson
and Margarita Lares-Herrera and all the staff for giving him the opportunity to
come on board and be part of this great effort.

Commissioner Aszkenazy congratulated staff for their leadership at every level
and accomplishing a tremendous goal.

Ms. Glover thanked Rick Velasquez, Assistant Chief Deputy, 4" District, for his
participation in the meeting. Mr. Velasquez, on behalf of Supervisor Don Knabe,
wished staff a successful 2008. He acknowledged that the District is very
pleased with the progress that has been made with the Section 8 Program.
Commissioner Porter thanked Rick Velasquez for his presence.

Ms. Glover announced that Mary Douglas, Manager for Housing Management, is
retiring from the Commission. Maria Badrakhan added that Ms. Douglas will
continue to assist the Housing Authority on a part-time basis, and that Esther
Keosababian will be assisting with Carmelitos, Harbor Hills and Marina Manor
housing developments.



Agenda Item No. 5 — Public Comments
No members of the public were in attendance.

Agenda Item No. 6 - Staff Presentations
Geoffrey Siebens presented the Quarterly Construction Contract Status Report
and responded to questions from the Commissioners.

Reqular Agenda

On Motion by Commissioner Dauk, seconded by Commissioner Martinez,
and unanimously carried, the following was approved by the Housing
Commission:

APPROVE CONTRACTS FOR PROVISION OF
BUILDING MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES (ALL DISTRICTS)
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that the approval of
contracts for provision of building materials and supplies is exempt from
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as
described herein, because the contracts approval will not have the
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve and authorize the
Executive Director of the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles
to execute eight one-year contracts (collectively “Contracts”) in the
aggregate amount of $975,000 and in substantially the form of the
attached, and all related documents, with the contractors identified in
Attachment A, for the provision of building materials and supplies for the
maintenance of the Housing Authority’s housing developments on an as-
needed basis, to be effective following approval as to form by County
Counsel and execution by all parties.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to execute amendments to the Contracts, following approval as to
form by County Counsel, to extend the time of performance for an
additional two years, in one-year increments, at the same annual
aggregate amount of $975,000.

4. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to use a maximum aggregate amount of $2,925,000 over a three-
year period for the purposes described above, comprised of $975,000 in
funds included in the Housing Authority’s approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008
budget, and $1,950,000 in funds to be requested through the Housing
Authority’s annual budget approval process.

5. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to execute Contracts, in substantially the form of the attached,



and all related documents, with additional qualified contractors who submit
bids in conformance with the bid requirements during the next bid process
to be held within this fiscal year, in order to ensure sufficient numbers of
contractors to meet the Housing Authority’s building materials and
supplies needs.

On Motion by Commissioner Aszkenazy, seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, and unanimously carried, the following was approved by the
Housing Commission:

APPROVE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR BATHROOM AND KITCHEN
REMODELING PROJECT TO MEET REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICAN
WITH DISABILITIES ACT AT PALM AND WEST KNOLL SENIOR HOUSING

1.

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD (3)
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that the approval of a
construction contract (Contract) for the bathroom and kitchen remodeling
project to meet the requirements of the American with Disabilities Act
(ADA) at the Palm and West Knoll senior housing developments in the
City of West Hollywood is exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described herein, because the work
includes activities that will not have the potential for causing a significant effect
on the environment.

Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve the award of a
Contract in the amount of $286,875 to AZ Home, Inc., for the purposes
described above at the subject properties, and authorize the Executive
Director of the Housing Authority to execute the Contract and all related
documents, to be effective upon the issuance of the Notice to Proceed,
which will not exceed 30 days following the date of Board approval.

Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to use a total of $286,875 in Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds allocated by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) and included in the Housing Authority’s
approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget, and authorize the Executive
Director to approve Contract change orders not exceeding $57,375 for
unforeseen project costs, using the same source of funds described
above.




On Motion by Commissioner Martinez, seconded by Commissioner
Aszkenazy, and unanimously carried, the following was approved by the
Housing Commission:

APPROVE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR WEST KNOLL ELECTRICAL
SWITCHGEAR REPLACEMENT PROJECT AT WEST KNOLL SENIOR
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD (3)

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that the approval of a
construction contract for the replacement of two electrical switchgear
systems and removal of an existing water tank at the West Knoll senior
housing development is exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described herein, because the
project will not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve the award of a
Construction Contract (Contract) in the amount of $175,700 to M.L.
Construction, to complete the replacement of two electrical switchgear
systems and removal of existing water tank at the West Knoll senior
housing development, and authorize the Executive Director of the Housing
Authority to execute the Contract and all related documents, to be
effective upon the issuance of the Notice to Proceed, which will not
exceed 30 days following the date of Board approval.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to use a total of $175,700 in Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), and included in the Housing Authority’'s approved
Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget, and authorize the Executive Director to
approve Contract change orders not exceeding $35,140 for unforeseen
project costs, using Capital Funds Program (CFP) funds from HUD.

On Motion by Commissioner Aszkenazy, seconded by Commissioner
Martinez, and unanimously carried, the following was approved by the
Housing Commission:

APPROVE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR FENCING AND GATE
IMPROVEMENTS AT 13 HOUSING AUTHORITY
HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS (2)

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that the approval of a
construction contract for fencing and gate improvements at the Housing
Authority developments as identified in Attachment A is exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described




herein, because the work includes activities that will not have the potential for
causing a significant effect on the environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve the award of the
attached construction contract (Contract) in the amount of $366,248 to
Bobco Metals, LLC, to complete the fencing and gate improvements at the
subject properties; and authorize the Executive Director of the Housing
Authority of the County of Los Angeles to execute the Contract and all
related documents, following approval as to form by County Counsel and
effective upon the issuance of the Notice to Proceed, which will not
exceed 30 days following the date of Board approval.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to use a total of $366,248 in Capital Funds Program (CFP) funds
provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), for the purposes described herein; and authorize the Executive
Director to approve Contract change orders not exceeding $91,562 for
unforeseen project costs, using the same source of funds.

4. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to incorporate up to $457,810 in CFP funds into the Housing
Authority’s approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget, for the purposes
described above.

On Motion by Commissioner Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Dauk,
and unanimously carried, the following was approved by the Housing
Commission:

ADOPT RESOLUTIONS APPROVING ISSUANCE OF MULTIFAMILY
HOUSING MORTGAGE REVENUE BONDS FOR MULTIFAMILY HOUSING IN
THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD (3)

AGENDA ITEM NO. 11

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners acting as a Responsible
Agency for the Sierra Bonita Apartments Project, certify that the Housing
Authority of the County of Los Angeles has independently considered the
attached Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND), prepared by the City
of West Hollywood, as Lead Agency, and reached its own conclusions
regarding the environmental effects of the project; and find that the project
will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners adopt and instruct the
Chair to sign a Resolution, provided as Attachment B, as required under
Treasury Regulations, declaring an intent by 7530 Santa Monica, L.P. (the
Developer), a California Limited Partnership, to undertake bond financing
in an amount not exceeding $11,000,000 to finance the site acquisition
and construction of the Sierra Bonita Apartments (the Project), a 42-unit



multifamily rental housing development located at 7530' Santa Monica
Boulevard in the City of West Hollywood.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director of the Housing Authority to submit an application to the California
Debt Limit Allocation Committee (CDLAC) for a private activity bond
allocation in an aggregate amount not exceeding $11,000,000 for the
purposes described herein.

The following was approved by the Housing Commission:

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2008
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12

On Motion by Commissioner Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Parrish, and
unanimously carried, Commissioner Aszkenazy was elected Chair and will
assume office at the January 23, 2008 meeting.

On Motion by Commissioner Dauk, seconded by Commissioner Aszkenazy, and
unanimously carried, Commissioner Martinez was elected Vice-Chair and will
assume office at the January 23, 2008 meeting.

Agenda Item No. 13 — Housing Commissioner Comments and
Recommendations for Future Agenda Iltems

Commissioner Aszkenazy suggested that there be more comprehensive planning
when budgeting for the rehabilitation projects.

Ms. Glover announced that the 45-day public comment period for the Agency
Plan begins on December 28, 2007, and the Agency Plan Board letter will be
presented for Housing Commission approval at the March meeting. Changes to
the Limited English Proficiency, Violence Against Women Act and the Section 8
Program were made to the Agency Plan.

Commissioner Martinez requested an update on the letter addressed to the
Resident Council members inviting members to the Housing Commission
meetings. Ms. Glover confirmed that the letter will be mailed two weeks prior to
the date of the Housing Commission meetings. Maria Badrakhan, Director,
Housing Management, stated that Marina Manor Resident Council members
were provided the schedule of the Housing Commission meetings.

Commissioner Martinez stated that in the coming year she hopes to see more
_participation from housing residents.

Ms. Glover announced that research is being conducted on translation
equipment. Commissioner Martinez commented that the Metropolitan




Transportation Authority (MTA) might be able to provide some insight on the
translation equipment they currently use.

Commissioner Porter wished staff happy holidays.
Commissioner Aszkenazy thanked staff for a very productive year.

On Motion by Commissioner Dauk, the Regular Meeting of December 19, 2007,
adjourned at 1:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

ARLOS JACK:
ecretary —Treastrer

/LZ/EW/%/M«/



HOUSING AUTHORITY

Gloria Molina
of the County of Los Angeles Yvonne Brathwaife Burke
Administrative Office

Zev Yaroslavsky
2 Coral Circle * Monterey Park, CA 91755 hon Knabe
, Michael D. Antonovich

www.lacdc. :
w.lacde.org Commissioners
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Carlos Jackson
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January 17, 2008

FOR YOUR INFORMATION Oy

Ms. KJ Brockington, Director
Office of Public Housing
U.S. Department of Housing

And Urban Development
Los Angeles Field Office, Region IX
611 West 6" Street, Suite 1040
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3101

SUBJECT: THE FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY (FSS) PROGRAM

Dear Ms. Brockington:

The Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program is a HUD initiative intended to promote the development of local
strategies to enable families both in public housing and the Housing Choice Voucher Program to achieve
economic independence and self-sufficiency.

This report has previously been provided to the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles Housing
Commissioners on a monthly basis. This report is now being provided to the HUD local field office and the Los
Angeles County Board of supervisors to keep all concerned parties abreast of the continuous efforts and
accomplishments associated with this worthwhile program as part of the Corrective Action Plan.

FSS Program Update for December

» The Family Self Sufficiency staff continued its ongoing recruitment efforts, with a total of 24 new
applicants, all of whom were eligible for the Family Self Sufficiency Program.

o Staff enrolled 13 new participants.
» Received 9 requests to graduate from the Family Self Sufficiency program.

s Collected and contributed over $120 to the “Adopt an Angel” program to provide meals and gifts to
shut-in seniors over the Holiday Season.

* Conducted its annual Toy Drive, distributing toys to over 35 FSS and other low-income families. The
toys were donated to the Toy drive by Assisted Housing Staff, Public Housing, FSS staff, and the
United States Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.

¢ 27 applications for the FSS program were mailed to interested families.

Strengthening Neighborhoods Supporting Locol Econamies

Empowering Families + Prometing Individual Achievement




Ms. KJ Brockington
January 17, 2008

Page 2

Resource information on the WorkSource Network, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program, FSS

workshops, Adult Education, and Job Fair information were disseminated during recruitment and case
management activities.

Staff referred 14 FSS applicants to WorkSource Centers resource for job search assistance and 9 FSS
participants for job search and resume writing and review assistance.

Issued 3 Credit Repair packets to FSS applicants and 5 packets to existing FSS participants during the
month of December,

Communicated with and assisted over 300 FSS participants with general Housing Choice Voucher
questions, FSS Program queries, issues and supportive services information.

Resource information for employment opportunities, budgeting, money saving tips and homeownership
workshops were disseminated to 9 FSS participants and applicants during December appointiments.

Referred 1 Section 8 tenant to Operation Hope Home Ownership Program per the tenant’s request.

Referred 4 FSS participants to the CDC Home Ownership Program (HOP) per the tenant’s request.

Graduates

During

the month of December, there were no graduates from the Family Self Sufficiency’s Housing Choice

Voucher Program. The total number of graduates to date is 179,

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at (562) 347-4837.

Sincerely,

MARG.

ITA LARES, Acting Director

Assisted Housing Division

ML:FP:

C:
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Board of Supervisors
Housing Commissioners
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12131 Telegraph Road
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LLANCASTER DFFICE HAS
A NEW HOME!
Pleasz be advised that the.
Langaster office hias
relocated tor

2323 Palmdale Blvd, Suile B
Palmdale, CA 93550
(661) 575-1511

HASSLE- FREE DIRECT
DEPOSIT

In ot efforts 1o supply. you
withh a 'more ‘expedient

payment delivery system, the
Housing Authority. has:

converted all Housing
Assistance Payments (HAP)
inte’ Attomatic Deposits that
will go inte our clients'
‘¢hecking or savings acceunts.

As of December 1, 2007, the
'Housing Autharity has ceased
the mailing of HAP chacks, so
please make sure You are
‘enfolled in our Hassle-Free
Direct: Deposit program io
receive your HAP chisck for
January. Thisls a mandatory
anrollment.

Enrolling in our ditect deposit
prograrmi Is simple apnd will
save you time by having your

chack deposited into your

bank accaunt.

Far mere information about
the direct deposit program,
call the Housing Authority at
(662) 347-4663 or Visit our
website ‘at www.hacola.org fo
download a direct deposit
enroliment form.

NEW PAYMENT STANDARDS
When the UPDATED Payment Standards Are Applied

The updated payment standards are effective November 1, 2007, for al| new confracts
including moves, and for existing contracts at the annual re-examination.

gtaay;‘r::r:;s O-bedroom | 1-bedroom | 2-bedreom 3-hedroom | 4-bedroom | 5-bedroom
LosAngeles | gg49 $1.145 | %1430 | $1,920 | 2311 | $2,657
County

gﬂiﬁ $949 $1,145  1§1430 | $1,920 | $2,311 $2,657

How to use the Payment Standards

After the Housing Authority determines a household’s minimum and maximum family
contribution, the payment standard is used to calculate a maximum subsidy amount.
With this amount, the Housing Authority determines the highest rent that is affordable
forthe family. Itis NOT a pre-approved amount that can be charged by an owner.

ASPECIAL THANKS FROM THE HOUSING AUTHORITY STAFF

The staff at the Housing Authority would like to thank you for your participation as a
Section 8 awner.

We would like to take this opportunity and especially thank you for your patience with
our New Contracts process. Over the past few menths we have experienced a high
volume of new contracts, which has caused a delay in aur normal pracessing time,

Your rental units help provide over 20,000 low-incame families in Los Angeles County
with a decent, safe, and sanitary place to call *home.” If you have any questions
regarding a new contract, please contactthe Housing Authority at (562) 347-4683.

CUSTOMER RELATIONS OPERATION CENTER

The Housing Authority is dedicated to making the Section 8 Program more customer-
oriented. Therefore, we have established a Customner Relations Operation Center,
which is committed to promptly answering allincoming calls, accurately responding to
program questions, and providing professional, friendly, courteous and effective
customer service.

The Customer Relations Operation Center staff is available Monday through Friday,
between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 PM. You may reach a Call Center staff
person at (562) 347-4663 or TOLL FREE (800) 347-4663 or TDD (562) 906-4928.

PROPERTY LISTING SERVICE FOR OWNERS

The Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles launched a property listing
service for the owners and managers of rental property. This service is provided
through Socialserve.com, the nation's leading affordable hausing locator service.
Thisfree service allows property owners and managers to list their vacant units online.
The property search service is available to Section 8 voucher holders, as well as other
individuals and agencies throughout Los Angeles County.

Properties can be described in great detail, and landlords can include a picture, map
link and extensive information about nearby amenities. The service will greatly
increase the visibility of available properties in Los Angeles County.

To register for this service, you may visit our website, www.haccla.org, or fax your
name, your company's' name (if applicable), address. phone number and email
address to Socialserve.com at (866) 265-7811 orby calling toll free at (877) 428-8844.




MOST COMMON HOUSING QUALITY STANDARDS (HQS) DEFICIENCIES

The Housing Authority has compiled the following list of HQS deficiencies. These deficiencies are the most common
“fail" items in whichthe Housing Authority has to schedule follow-up inspections.
Deteriorated paint

Inoperable heating unit

Water heater not secured or braced

Closetdoors off-track

Inoperable stove burners

Ovenorventinoperable

Garage inaccessible

Inoperable garbage disposal

Missing or broken locks on windows

Inoperable doors

Security barrelease inoperable

Torn/Worn/Lifting Flooring

Inoperable smoke detectors

Missing drainpipe and TPR valve on water heater
Double-keyed locks

Cracked or missing electrical outlet cover

Electric panels missing switch covers

Electric outlets with reversed hot neutral

Lamp cord used as permanentwiring

Electric wiring connections/splice natin a junction box
Exposed wiring

Roach infestation

Excessive accumulation of garbage and debris

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY Yy

The Housing Authority encourages the owner and tenant to use the HQS “Self-Inspection Checklist" to assess
the condition of the assisted unit before each HQS inspection to identify and correct any deficiencies prior to the
inspection. Owners are able fo download the “Self-Inspection Checklist" from the Housing Authority's website
located at www.hacola.org.

HOUSING COMMISSION MEETINGS

The Housing Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles (HACoLA) meet once a month at
various locations throughout the County. The Commission is appointed by the Board of Supervisors to oversee and
advise the Board on all Housing Authority activities and programs. Public participation at Commission meetings is
encouraged and there is time scheduled on the official agenda for public commentary. For information on dates,
times, and locations of Commission meetings, please visit the Housing Authority's website at www.hacola.org and
clickon "Housing Commission Meetings."

5 HOUSE NGTES'J's:a__pﬂbﬁtsaﬁf_m afthe Housing Authority of the Cournity of Los Angeles; which s dedicated to building 3
W\ better lives and better neighborhoods. For questions regarding this newsletter, please contact HOUSE NOTES &7 5%
)| Editor; Unika Colbert. af the Housing Authority of the Courity of Los Angeles. PO, Box 2129, Santa Fe Springs, CA| .
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Wain Office
12131 Telegraph Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Mailing Address
PO Box 2129
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

(800) 731-4663
TDD:  (562)906-4928

Website: www.hagola.org

PALMDALE OFFICE

Please be advised that
the Lancaster ofiice has
relocated ta:

2323 Palmdale Blvd,
Suife B
Palmdale, CA 23550
(681) 5751511

NEW PAYMENT STANDARDS
When the UPDATED Payment Standards Are Applied

The updated payment standards are effective November 1. 2007, for all new contracts
including moves, and for existing contracts at the annual re-examination.

g?:nrzzlés U-bedroom | 1-bedroom | 2-bedicom 3-bedroom | 4-bedroom | 5-bedroom
LosAngeles | gq49 $1,145 $1,430 $1,920 $2.311 $2,657
County

Small :

Cities $949 $1,145 $1,430 $1.920 $2,311 $2.657

Housing Commission
Meetfings

The Housing Commissieners
of the Housing Authority of
the County of Los Angeles
(HACoLA) meet once a
month at variols locations
throughaut the County. The
Commission is appointed by
the Board of Supervisors o
oversee and advise the
Board on all Holsing
Autherity activities and
Pub)ic
participation at Commission

prrograms.

meetings Is encouraged and
there is ‘time scheduled on
the official agenda for public
commentary. For
information on dates; fimes,
and locations of Cammission
meetings, please visit the
Housing Authority's website
‘at www.haeola.org and click
on “Housing Commission
Meetings."

THE FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAM IS RECRUITING

As a current participant of the Section 8 program, you are eligible to participate in the
Housing Authority's Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program. The FSS Program will give
youthe tools, resources, and supportto reach your personal goals.

The FSS Program is designed fo help you establish a path towards economic self-
sufficiency. When you sign up forthe FSS Program, we can assist you with:

Job Training & Career Counseling

Budget & Cradit Counseling

Homeownership Programs

Scholarships & Tuition Reimbursement

Subsidized Childcare and Transportation Assistance
Pericdic Informational Workshops (ex: Resume Assistance)

S af Sy S i

Enroliment is limited and acceptance is on a first-come, first-served basis. To obtain
enrollment information, please contact FSS Program Specialist, Richard Vega, at (562)
347-4663, extension 8186.

CUSTOMER RELATIONS OPERATION CENTER

The Housing Authority is dedicated to making the Section 8 Program more customer
oriented. Therefore, we have established a Customer Relations Operation Center. which
is committed to promptly answering all incoming calls, accurately responding to program
questions; and providing professional, friendly, courteous and efficient customer service.

The Customer Relations Operation Center staff is available Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. You may reach a Call Center staff person at
(562) 347-4663 or TOLL FREE (800)347-4663 or TDD (562)906-4928.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
PROPOSED AGENCY PLAN

The Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles (Housing Authority) has prepared a

draft Agency Plan for public review and comment. The Housing Authority has also revised
its Administrative Plan accordingly.

The Agency Plan consists of two documents: The Fiscal Year 2008-2008 Annual Pian and
the Fiscal Year 2008-2012 Five Year Plan. The Annual Plan is submitted annually and
provides information on the Housing Authority's policies, program, operations, and
strategy for meeting local housing needs and goals. This year the Hausing Authority has
updated the Five Year Plan.

The Administrative Plan outlines the policies and procedures that govern the Section 8
Program administered by the Housing Authority.

The public hearing on the Agency Plan will be held before the Housing Authority Board of
Commissioners.
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March 25, 2008 - 9:30 a.m.
Board Hearing Room - 381 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street - Los Angeles, CA 90012

Copies of the proposed document are available during a forty-five day public review and comment period, from
December 28, 2007 to February 10, 2008, at the following locations:

1* District

Nueva Maravilla Housing Development, 4919 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, LosAngeles

Los Angeles County Community Development Commission, 2 Coral Circle, Monterey Park
Francisquito Villa Housing Development, 14622 Francisquito Avenue, La Puente

Graham Library, 1900 East Firestone Boulevard, LosAngeles

Maywood Library, 4323 East Slauson Avenue, Maywood

2" District

Century Wilton Housing Development, 10025 Wilton Place, Los Angeles

Normandie Avenue Housing Development, 11431 S. Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles
Southbay Gardens Housing Development, 230 East 130" Street, Los Angeles

Lennox Library, 4359 Lennox Boulevard, Los Angeles

View Park Library, 3854 W. 54" Street, Los Angeles

3" District

Marina Manor Housing Development, 3405 Via Dolce, Marina del Rey
Monica Manor Housing Development, 1901 11" Street, Santa Monica
Cahuenga Library, 4591 Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles

Lloyd Taber Marina del Rey Library, 4533 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey

4™ District

Carmelitos Housing Development, 700 Via Wanda, Long Beach

Harbor Hills Housing Development, 26607 South Western Avenue, Lomita
South Whittier Community Resource Center, 10750 Laurel Avenue, Whittier
Paramount Library, 16254 Colorado Avenue, Paramount

5" District

Foothill Villa, 2423 Foothill Boulevard, La Crescenta

Orchard Arms, 23410 Wiley Canyon Road, Valencia

Section 8 Palmdale Office, 2323 E. Palmdale Blvd., Suite B, Palmdale, CA93550
Glendora Library, 140 South Glendora Avenue, Glendora

La Vemne Library, 3640 "D" Street, La Verne

Copies of the proposed document are also available for review at the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles,
Section 8 Administrative Office, 12131 Telegraph Road, Santa Fe Springs, CA90670. Written comments or questions
about the HACoLA Section 8 Program may be sent to the Section 8 Administrative Office, to the attention of Unika
Colbert, or you may call 562-347-4663 or 800-731-4663 extension 8262. You may also submit guestions and
comments at www.hacola.org.

Copias del documento también estan disponibles para revisar en la Autoridad de Viviendas del Condado de Los
Angeles, Oficina Administrativa del Programa Seccion 8, 12131 Telegraph Road. Santa Fe Springs, CA90670 durante
un periodo publico de cuarenta y cinco dias, empezando el 28 de Diciembre, 2007 hasta el 10 de Febrero, 2008, La
Junta de Supervisores de la Autoridad de Viviendas del Condado de Los Angeles tendra una reunién publica el 25 de
Marzo, 2008 a las 9:30 a.m. en 381 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA
90012. Para hacer comentarios o preguntas del Programa Seccién 8, escribaala Oficina Administrativa a la atencién
de Dayana Zavala o puede llamara 562-347-4663 or 800-731-4663 ext. 8262. También puede someter comentarios o
preguntas a www.hacola.org.

Konuu nokymenTos Takske AocTymHsL 4 0630pa B oduce Kunumpore Ynpasnenus I'paersa Jloc-Anmxenec o agpecy:
Anvunucrparusiom Oduce 8-if ITporpammsr, 12131 Telegraph Road, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 & Tedenuu 45-1HeBHOM0
MEpHONA Ui KOMMEHTAPHEB,KOTOPhIK Obul mpopien ¢ 28 Mexabps 2007 rona mo 10 despana 2008 roma. Ynparmssomue
Kommrerom Muwminmoro Yipasnenus I'padersa Joc-ARIBKenec HA3HAYHIH CIYIIAHUE IyOJIHKH, KOTOPOE COCTOMTES 25 MapTa
2008 ropa, 8 9:30 yrpa o anpecy: 381 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012,
lnceyenneie KOMMEHTapHH WH Bonpocs orHOcHTenbHO HACOLA 8-it TIporpamuer mporpammsl, J0KHs: GEITH TIOCIAHE! B
Anmunuetparusasii odiuic 8- Tporpammsr na ums Unika Colbert uiy Bsi MOKeTe MO3BOHMTE 110 Teneqony 562-347-4663 unn
800-731-4663 xon# 8262. Tarske Bl MOXETE TTOCATE BONPOCH X KOMMEHTAPHI 10 uHTepHeTy www.hacola.org.

TENANT TALK Is a publication of the Housing Authority of the Colinty of Los Angeles, which is dedicated to/building better 5550
lives and better neighborhoods.  For questions regarding ihis newsletter, please contact TENANT TALK editor, Unika 87" g)
Colbert at the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles, P.O: Box 2129, Santa.-Fe Springs, CA 90670 orat (562) 347- | Lgmmll |
4663 Ext. 8167 Ll HEU CENTURY




PUBLIC HEARING FOR SMALL CITIES SECTION 8 PROGRAM
PROPOSED AGENCY PLAN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009

The Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles also administers the Section 8 Program on behalf of the following
cities: Lakewood, Lawndale, Lomita, Paramount, Santa Fe Springs, and West Hollywood. As part of its administrative
responsibilities the Housing Authority has prepared a draft Agency Plan for each city. The Housing Authority has also
revised each city's Administrative Plan accordingly.

Copies of the proposed documents will be available at each corresponding City Hall durmg the forty-five day public
review and comment period, extending from February 11, 2008 to March 26, 2008.

Citizens wishing to make written comments can mail them to the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles,

12131 Telegraph Road, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 to the attention of Unika Colbert. Verbal comments may be
directed to 562-347-4663 or 800-731-4663, extension 8262. You may also submit questions and comments at

www.hacola.org.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SMALL CITIES SECTION 8 PROGRAM

The public hearing location, date, and time for each corresponding city is as follows:

SMALL CITIES LOCATION OF HEARING DATE TIME

City of Lawndale 14717 South Bruin Ave. Lawndale, 90260 April 7, 2008 6:30 PM.
City of Lakewood 5050 Clark Ave. Lakewood, 90712 April 8, 2008 6:30 PM.,
City of Paramount 16400 Colorado Ave. Paramount, 90723 April 1, 2008 7:00 P.M.
City of West Hollywood 8300 Santa Monica Blvd. West Hollywood, 90069 April 7, 2008 6:30 PM.
City of Santa Fe Springs 11710 E Telegraph Rd. Santa Fe Springs, 90670 March 27, 2008 6:00 P.M.
City of Lomita 24300 Narbonne Ave. Lomita, CA 90717 April 7, 2008 6:45 PM.

BECOMEATENANT COMMISSIONER

If you are interested in helping make decisions about how the Housing Authority operates, you can apply to become a
Tenant Commissioner on the Los Angeles County Housing Commission.

The Housing Authority currently has two positions open to participants of the Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8)
Program.

To request an application, you may call (323) 890-7008 or visit one of the Section 8 housing management offices.
Refer to the Frequently Asked Questions for additional information. This position maybe closed without prior
notice; please submit your application and supporting documents as soon as possible.

information provided on your application may be subject to verification. You may be asked if you have ever been
convicted, fined, etc. for any offense (except non-moving traffic violations) by any court, including convictions
dismissed under Penal Code 1203.4.

Applications will be screened and some candidates may be invited for interviews.

Your application to serve as a Tenant Commissioner will not affect your housing assistance.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT SERVING AS ATENANT COMMISSIONER ON THE LOS ANGELES
COUNTY HOUSING COMMISSION

Q. Whatis the Los Angeles County Housing Commission?
A. The Housing Commission is a group of nine persons who are appointed by the Board of Supervisors to review
Housing Authority business matters.

Who serves on the Housing Commission?

Non-Tenant Commissioners are selected by the Board of Supervisors to represent each of their five Districts.
Tenant Commissioners are selected through a process conducted by the Housing Authority. Tenant
Commissioners represent participants in the Section 8 and the Conventional Public Housing Program, and
residents of other Housing Authority-owned or managed properties.

> p

Who can apply to serve on the Housing Commission?

You must be a program participant in good standing with the Housing Authority and at least 18 years of age. A
background in community service, volunteerism, and a sincere interest in the Housing Authority and its program
are desirable qualifications.

>p

How long do Tenant Commissioners serve?
Tenant Commissioners serve two-year terms, and can be reappointed for a second term if recommended by the
Executive Director of the Housing Authority.

>p

THIS 1S NOT AN APPLICATION FOR HOUSING ASSISTANCE
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Remarks by Outgoing Board Of Supervisors Chairman Zev Yaroslaysky

I want to say how very much I appreciate the support I’ve had from my colleagues
during the course of the last year. To make this little organization work smoothly, it
requires everyone to be pushing in the same direction, and for the most part, that’s
characterized every year in every chairmanship.

I especially want to thank my own staff. As all of you know, members of the public
probably don’t, but the added workload on a member of the staff of a Board Chair is
considerable at every level. And they have stepped up during the course of the last
year, and I appreciate them and their work very much.

I would also note what a pleasure it’s been to work with our Executive Officer
Sachi Hamai and her staff. I think there’s a new esprit in that office, they are thinking
ahead, keeping us out of trouble and making real improvements. I know it’s been a very
difficult year for her department, with all the changes that have gone on around here,
but I want to thank Sachi and her staff for all the cooperation they’ve shown us.
They’re doing a great job.

I would like to highlight a few of the things that this last year has brought as we’ve worked together. Perhaps the single most
significant development this past year has been the change in our government structure and the hiring of our new CEO,
Bill Fujioka - and the retirement of really one of the great public administrators that I’ve ever had the pleasure of working
with, David Janssen. .

4 )
Thanks to David’s fiscal stewardship and our Board’s committed spending H I G H Ll G HTS
discipline, the County will save millions of dollars in lower borrowing costs since ,
Standard & Poor’s Rating Services raised our credit ratings in June, noting the Volume 38 lssuo 12
, . .

County’s 1mprovefi long-term g-enera} creditworthiness, healthy general fuqd Antonovich Expands Services to Homeless............. 3
reserves, improving use of discretionary revenues and strong economic . |

Burke Receives Prestigious HoNor............c..coccevnnenn. 3

performance. Taxpayers will be reaping the benefits for years to come, and that’s

qui te a legacy to be Ieaving us Molina Urges ‘Green Grant Program’ Participation ......... 5

Antonovich Promotes Clean Energy Technology.......... 5
Knabe Hosts Public Safety Appreciation Luncheon........6

For his part, Bill quickly stepped in to fill those shoes and hit the ground running.
Hotel and Resort Condo Devalapment Anficipated........7

At the same time, with a new governance structure that has attempted to change
the way we do business, so that we’re acting in a more organized and efficient
fashion, it’s a work in progress. We still have a long way to go, but I think we’re | Safe Surrender Program PIOieCed.. .oovivrrmrroniiis

moving in the right direction. Public Library Goes WiFi ..
ENRICHING LIVES.....o.ovvromrcrrerinns

CHAIRMAN | Christmas Tree Recycling Program......ccus iswiiis 13
continued on page 4 | Antonovich Hosts Holiday Party for Foster Childrg...... 14

Share It: Holiday Season Safefy..... . .cciiimmmreni:
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EVENT CALENDAR

Los Angeles County Arboretum & Botanic Garden

301 N. Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia 91007

For a list of seminars, workshops and classes, please visit
www.arboretum.org or call (626) 821-4623

Los Angeles County Museum of Art

5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 90036
(323) 857-6000

www.lacma.org

Arts

Through December 30 — Highlights of Spanish Colonial Art
from the Coleccion Patricia Phelps de Cisneros

Through Jan 6 — Dali: Painting & Film

Through Feb 19 — Japanese Prints: Word/Poem/Picture

Through Feb 19 — Japanese Painting: Calligraphy and Image

Through Mar 3 — SoCal: Southern California Art of the 1960s
and 70s from LACMA’s Collection

Disney Concert Hall

111 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 90012
(323)850-2000

wdch.laphil.com

January

4 - 6 - Concrete, Frequency |

6 - Organ Recital: Anthony Newman

8 - Concrete Frequency: Songs of the City

8-11 - Concrete Frequency I1

12 & 13 - Concrete Frequency 111

15 - Green Umbrella: Salonen Conducts Messiaen
17 - Concrete Frequency: Man-Machine in the Digital City
18 - 20 - Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5

20 - Itzhak Perlman in Recital

22 - Chamber Music

24 - 27 - Britten’s War Requiem

29 - Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam - [
30 - Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam - 11

February

1 - 3 - Pearlman conducts Brahm’s Fourth

1 - Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis
3 - Organ Recital: Olivier Latry

6 - Tafelmusik

9-10 - Mahler’s Sixth

12 - Chamber Music

13 - Christopher Columbus: Lost Paradises

14 - 16 — Tchaikovsky’s Suite No. 3

15.- George Benson - “ A Tribute to Nat King Cole”
17 - Bernadette Peters - “Just a Broadway Baby”
21 - The Chieftains

22 - 24 - Conlon conducts Shostakovich

Music Center

135N. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 90012
(213) 972-7211

www.musiccenter.org

Center Theatre Group |
Through Mar 9 — The Color Purple

Los Angeles Opera
Jan 19 — Feb 10 — Tristan und Isolde

Los Angeles Master Chorale
Feb 10— David O, De Victoria and De Zumaya

Natural History Museum

900 Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles 90007
(213) 763-DINO

www.nhm,org

Jan 4 - First Fridays: Conscious Minds and the Minds of Others |
Jan 12 - Critter Club: Roach Appreciation Day! |
Jan 13 - Earth Expedition Series: The Smaller Majority '
Jan 19 - Family Fun Day: It’s Sensational!

Jan 20 - An Afternoon with Johan Reinhard

Jan 26 - Calling All Junior Scientists!

Jan 27 - A Serendipitous Dinosaur Discovery

48th Annual L.A. County Holiday Celebration

December 24 from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, 135 N. Grand Ave., Los Angeles 90012
orlive on KCET

www.holidaycelebration.org or (213) 972-3099

Marina del Rey Fireworks Spectacular
December 31
http://beaches.lacounty.gov/bandh/Events/December.htm
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Supervisor Antonovich Works with PATH Achieve Glendale
to Expand Services for the Homeless

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich was honored by =
PATH Achieve Glendale for his grant of $200,000 last September, in support of
homeless services in the Glendale community.

“PATH Achieve Glendale is a vital public/private partnership that provides a wide
array of services for homeless families at its emergency shelter, including beds,
job training skills, and mental health and substance abuse treatment,” said
Supervisor Antonovich.

This program is designed to provide safe, stable, short-term housing, up to 90 days, |
for individuals and families experiencing homelessness. It is also one of the few 4/
shelters located in the County of Los Angeles with the ability to accept single !
homeless fathers and their children.

The program rules also require residents to save money, find work, and address
any barriers to establishing permanent housing. Additionally, residents must also &
meet with a case manager to establish a service plan and work towards goals that
increase their income and housing opportunities.

Supervisor Burke Receives Prestigious Honor

UCLA alumni and distinguished guests gathered at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion on October 29 to welcome the
new chancellor of UCLA, Dr. Gene Block, and to pay special
tribute to fellow UCLA alumni, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke, who was honored with the
“UCLA Local Legislator of the Year” award. Notable guests
included Los Angeles City Council members Jan Perry,
Wendy Greuel, and Ed Reyes.

UCLA Chancellor, Dr. Block, presented the “UCLA Local
Legislator of the Year” award to Supervisor Burke, as he
reflected upon Supervisor Burke’s dedicated service to the
Los Angeles community, particularly in the areas of children’s
welfare and education. Chancellor Block noted that there
was no one more deserving of this prestigious honor than
Supervisor Burke.

Supervisor Burke is currently serving her fourth four-year term as Los Angeles County Supervisor for the Second District.
Supervisor Burke became the first African American woman elected to the California Legislature in 1967, the first African
American woman elected to the U.S. Congress from California in 1972, and the first to serve as Chair of the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors in 1993, She also served as Vice Chair of the 1972 Democratic National Convention and was
Vice Chairman of the 1984 U.S. Olympics Organizing Committee. Supervisor Burke was also honored as “Alumni of the
Year” by UCLA in 1996.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service™ 3 ﬂ@



RETIREES

Congratulations to the following employees who are joining
the ranks of the retired after 30 or more years of service to the
people of the County of Los Angeles:

CHILDRENAND FAMILY SERVICES: Barbara Edwards,

i Leora Turnbo

DISTRICTATTORNEY: Josie Bartlett

FIRE: Gill A. Aguilera, Leonard Fontes

HEALTH SERVICES: Joann J. Boyd, Carl Buck, Leo Bryan,
Linwood J. Casey, Lois Goss, Cheryn K, Kovach, Alvaro Moreira,
Jacqueline Motobo, Ramona Osorio, Gregoria Pablo,
Ramona Padilla, Raul Reveles, Wayne M. Sewake,
John E. Skoglund, Elizabeth White

HUMAN RESOURCES: Nancy Eiser

MENTALHEALTH: Susan E. Morris

PROBATION: MelissaJ. Calime, Miguel A. Gonzalez,

Betty N. Taylor

PUBLIC HEALTH: Richard E. Browne

PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES: Antonietta Gervasi, RalphA. Levy,
Corine Thornsburg

PUBLIC WORKS: Dorothy L. Traylor

SHERIFF: ArthurJ. Davis, Hiram N. Komoto, Dennis J. Saenz,
Danny W. Tucker, Richard H. Wright, B. McLellan Jr.,
Patti A. Minutello, Robert J. Minutello, Frank A. Yrineo
SUPERIOR COURT: Arthur C. Fisher, Geraldine M. Pettway,
John D. Sweet

Congratulations to the following employees who are joining
the ranks of the retired after 25 or more years of service to the
people of the County of Los Angeles:

ALTERNATE PUBLIC DEFENDER: Myra Thomas
ASSESSOR: Antionette Castaneda

CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES: Hazel C. Foster,
Louella Sidney-Copeland

| HEALTH SERVICES: Jon A. Covey, Rolando J. Florendo,

Rosario A. Garcia, Sharon F. Grigsby, Lilly M. Juinio,
Barton L. McNabb, Christine V. Myers, Christine O. Eager,
Vernell D. Johnson

INTERNAL SERVICES: Herbert Prioleau

LACERA: Audrey Long

MENTALHEALTH: Oscar A. Mendiola

PROBATION: Rosemarie Guerrero

PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES: Richard P. Chey,
Christine Johnson, Dianne Lackey, Roger Lorenzo,
Nga V. Nguyen, Robin Robberson, Carina Suarez, SuM. Urbano,
Saundra M. Walker

' REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK: YongK. Son

SHERIFF: Darrel D. Brown, Stephen R. Gonzalez,
Zenaida D. Villa, Mark J. Vrabel, Patrick D. Quinn,
Laura C. Rangel-Beard, David P. Thomas, Thomas W. Thomas,
Ronald F. Wilton

SUPERIOR COURT: Karen E. Barlow-Burto

CHAIRMAN

continued from page 1

The closure of King-Harbor Hospital was a very painful
experience for all of us, but there’s a silver lining to that
cloud, and I am hopeful - all of us are hopeful — that the
work now being done to get a new governance structure
there, a new leadership there, ultimately will enable us to
reopen that hospital sooner rather than later. Then we can
resume providing the vital hospital and emergency room
services that the community of South Los Angeles
desperately needs and deserves.

We approved and initiated the Title IV-E waiver program,
which gives us significantly more spending flexibility in our
federal funding to assist abused and neglected kids. It’s a
significant development, and if we manage it properly, it
should yield great dividends to the children who through no
fault of their own find themselves on the margins in our
County.

In the environmental arena, we have agreed to sign the
“Cool Counties Initiative,” and have taken steps here in our
own County to construct our new buildings in a manner
that meets “Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design” (LEED) standards, emphasizing renewable energy
resources to make us part of the solution rather than part
of the problem. As the largest employer in the County, with
more than 100,000 employees, when Los Angeles County
makes a decision to “go green” it has ripple effects
throughout the region. When we don’t do something that is
positive and constructive, it also has an adverse impact. So
the decision that this Board has made to move in that
direction aggressively, I think, has a tremendous impact on
our community and on society as a whole.

We’ve made strides this year in our efforts to address the
problems of homelessness. Earlier this year, the Board
approved a framework in which all 88 of our cities can
essentially plug into the County’s human resources delivery
system if they want to, and we’ll provide the vital human
services that are necessary to bring people out of
homelessness and into permanent supportive housing.
Supervisor Molina’s initiative for the children in Skid Row
has been critically important in making a difference for kids
who again through no fault of their own find themselves on
the streets of our County, especially in that neighborhood. I
think that’s really been the pace-setting initiative on the part
of this Board, thanks to her.

CHAIRMAN
continued on page 6
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Supervisor Gloria Molina Urges ‘Green Grant Program’ Participation

Los Angeles County Supervisor Gloria Molina is urging residents living in unincorporated areas to participate in the
Green Grant Program. The goal of this $600,000 federal initiative is to reduce energy costs for low-income homeowners
while simultaneously decreasing carbon emissions — which are a significant contributor to the Southern California region’s
notoriously polluted air. Green Grant Program recipients will receive up to $20,000 to install a three kilowatt photovoltaic
system in their home. These units typically cost $26,000 — and they actually generate electricity.

“In fact, if no electricity is used in a home with a photovoltaic system, the electricity will flow back into the grid causing the
energy meter to go in reverse!” said Supervisor Molina.

Since local power companies provide rebate incentives and a three kilowatt
photovoltaic system generally qualifies for an average of $8,000, homeowners
investing in a $26,000 system actually will spend only $18,000 total. Typically,
homeowners will see energy savings from 30 percent to 80 percent within a
year. And each photovoltaic unit will eliminate 5,549 pounds of carbon dioxide
emission in the first year of use.

Green Grant Program recipients will be selected on a first-come, first-served
basis. Individuals interested in participating should go to
www.enterprisecommunity.org or call (213) 833-7988 extension 24 and ask
for Patricia Mejia, a program officer with Enterprise Home Ownership Partners,
Inc., which administers the program in conjunction with the LA County
Community Development Commission and the U.S. Department of qualify for low-cost photovoltaic systems
Housing and Urban Development. like the one pictured here.

Supervisor Antonovich Test Drives Hydrogen Vehicle
to Promote Clean Energy Technology

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich test
drove BMW'’s new Hydrogen 7, the first hydrogen-powered
car designed for everyday use, in an effort to illustrate the
vital need for clean energy technology to improve air quality
and create economic growth.

“The technological advances employed by BMW to create a
zero-emission luxury automobile are a testament to the fact
that market-based incentives can improve air quality, create
economic growth and reduce our dependence on foreign oil,”
said Supervisor Antonovich.

The new BMW Hydrogen 7 runs on hydrogen or gasoline and
can reach 0-62 mph in less than six seconds while emitting
Zero emissions.

An advocate for clean energy technology and the environment, Supervisor Antonovich has led the effort to promote sustainable
building practices, convert the MTA’s bus fleet to natural gas, and employ tougher truck emission regulations.

“To Envich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service™ 1§ %



Supervisor Knabe Hosts
Annual Public Safety Appreciation
Luncheon

Supervisor Knabe hosted his annual Public Safety.Appreciation
Luncheon for over six hundred attendees. This annual event
honored law enforcement personnel who serve the
unincorporated communities of the Fourth District, including the
Los Angeles County Office of Public Safety, the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department, the Los Angeles County Fire

Department, and the California Highway Patrol.

| CHAIRMAN

continued from page 4
The County of Los Angeles has demonstrated that there
are a lot of things it does right and does well, and among
them is emergency response. In my own district, I’ve had
two major fires in the last month. We have been victimized
- by these high Santa Ana winds, the dry conditions and
brushfires, but we have also been blessed with incredible
response from our fire department and neighboring fire
departments from all over the region, as well as our law
enforcement personnel, Sheriff Lee Baca and his
department, the California Highway Patrol and local law
enforcement. We have gotten so much better at what we
do in emergency response. One of the reasons we do not
have the kind of devastation that we used to have — part of
itis luck, no question — but a major part of it is preparedness,
and I want to commend our first responders, once again,
for demonstrating that they are some of the very best in
the world.

- And we have some other exciting projects underway. I’1l
 be alittle parochial for a second, but the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is not a Third District institution, it is a
countywide institution. The new Broad Contemporary Art
Museum at LACMA will open on February 9th. Under the
Master Plan for the Museum of Art, the next phase is well
underway. The new leadership of Michael Govan, president
of the Museum, has been spectacular. The fundraising there
has been unprecedented, and the involvement, more than
| the fundraising, of people who now have a stake in that
' museum will elevate that museum into one of the finest
institutions of its kind in the United States and in the world.
It’s very exciting what’s going on there.

At the Natural History Museum, under the leadership of
Jane Pisano and her Board, finally the work towards
remodeling and rebuilding the Natural History Museum at
Exposition Park is upon us. And that will be a great boon to

kids and adults throughout the region, and to Exposition Park
in particular.

Arts and culture, as we all know, are so critical to our region,
economically and otherwise. The Hollywood Bowl reached

its highest attendance this past summer, and the Walt Disney |
Concert Hall continues to be a huge success. The medium- |

sized and small cultural organizations and theaters in the
Los Angeles County area continue to flourish.

Los Angeles continues to be the place in this country, if not
in the world, where the cutting edge of the arts and culture
and thinking in this area exists. We employ today more people
in the arts, and have for several years, than we employ in the
defense industry, which is something that if we had said 20
years ago, we would have all been committed to an institution.
It’s a very, very exciting time, and these are truly the golden
years of the arts in Los Angeles. We’re very fortunate as a
Board and as residents of this County to be here at this time.

Finally, I'm really thrilled that in her last year,
Supervisor Burke — who has served with great distinction as
a member of this Board — will serve out the final year of her
term as Chair of the Board. I don’t think there’s anything
that’s more appropriate than that. Supervisor Burke is a
historic figure in this country, and I had to pinch myself when
I was first elected to this body to make sure that I wasn’t
dreaming, and really would be sitting on the Board with
somebody who served with great distinction as a member of
the Legislature, as a member of Congress, and who achieved
so many historic firsts in her career. It’s been a privilege to
serve with her these last 13 years. I’'m looking ferward to
the next year, I know we’re all excited about capping her
career in this way, she’s a great conciliator and a great leader,
and we all wish her well. Thank you again for allowing me to
chair this Board with such apparent relative ease.
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Embhurst International Hotel and Resort Condominium Development
Anticipated to Open in Koreatown in 2010

On Wednesday, October 31, Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke and
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa attended the
groundbreaking ceremony for the new 555,000 square foot
Emhurst International Hotel and Resort Condominium
Development. Also in attendance were City Attorney
Rocky Delgadillo, City Councilmen Herb Wesson,

Bernard Parks, Jose Huizar, and the Developer, |

Alexander Hugh, of CIC Group.

The new hotel and condominium development will consist of
two towers at Hobart Boulevard and Seventh Street in
Koreatown. One of the 21-story towers will have 104 condos
and 138 hotel rooms, and the other will be inclusive of office
space, a gym, nightclub, and a karaoke lounge.

Under the leadership of Mayor Villaraigosa, this is an exceptional |

example of foreign investment in the City of Los Angeles.
Eighty percent of the funding for the $155 million project is
from foreign investors.

The developer, Alexander Hugh of CIC Group, was one of the
45 Los Angeles business leaders who accompanied Mayor
Villaraigosa on a 14-day trade mission to China, South Korea,
and Japan last year.

“This is going to be the tallest building in the Wilshire and
Koreatown areas. The idea of having a hotel and condo project
is one that is going to be a big winner and establish a new way

of doing things in our whole region,” Supervisor Burke stated. |

for information on
employment opportunities

with the
County of Los Angeles

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Cuaring Service”
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Supervisor Burke and Developer, Alexander Hugh
of CIC Group discuss the highly anticipated
completion of the Emhurst International Hotel and
Resort.

(From left to right) Supervisor Burke, Councilman
Herb Wesson, Developer Alexander Hugh, and Mayor
Antonio  Villaraigosa participated in the
groundbreaking ceremony for the Emhurst
International Hotel and Resort on October 31.




N+ ) EARN YOUR SALARY PLUS EXTRA CASH!
" " BE A POLLWORKER ON FEBRUARY 5, 2008!

COUNTY POLLWORKERS (CPW’s) ARE CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 2008
ELECTIONS!

The L.A. County Employee Pollworker Program was approved, by the Board of Supervisors as a
response to a nationwide Pollworker shortage. The program enables County employees to serve
on Election Day as a Pollworker while still earning their regular daily salary.

CPW’s are IMPORTANT!
v« CPW ‘s are often willing to serve in areas where Community Pollworkers are hard to recruit.
v CPW’s are willing to travel to a polling location close to their work site or to a community
near their home.
v CPW'’s, who speak a language in addition to English, help fill the language requirements at
the Polling Places.

Program Benefits...
7 Receive your daily departmental salary PLUS the Pollworker stipend of up to $175.
vc Meet MAPP goals through County Pollworker Service.
v Help your community in a time of need.
% Attending a Pollworker training session is important and it accounts for $25 of your total
stipend.

Requirements
% County Pollworker must be:
Y% AU.S. Citizen.
Y 18 years orolder.
v¢ Aregistered voterin California.
Y Have supervisor approval on their application.

How to Apply...
v Apply on-line at: www.lavote.net
. % Callthe Registrar Recorder/County Clerk at 800-815-2666 option 7
¥ Contact your department’s County Pollworker Program Coordinator
% Fill out an application and fax it to the Registrar recorder/County Clerk (fax) 562-868-3457.
(Be on the lookout for an application sent out with your pay stub.)
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Safe Surrender Protected by Governor’s Veto for Second Consecutive Year

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe offered his thanks to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger for vetoing a bill that
would have placed the success of the statewide Safe Haven Law in jeopardy.

Under the proposed legislation, Assembly Bill 81, the Safe Haven window would have been extended to seven days from its
current 72 hours. Currently, the program allows mothers .mr@.l\gg}'thers of unwanted newborns to surrender their babies at Safe
Surrender sites, such as fire stations and hospitals, u 'ﬁb three El%@,s after the child’s birth. The person who surrenders the
newborn is protected from prosecution, No Shzmﬁg@@m Blame and o Names.
l\JL
This is the second consecutive year the Goy&nﬁol hags vetoed similar Iag:%pn. A similar version in last year’s legislative
session proposed extending the w1ndov§p‘@m 72 hours to 30 days, %
|

“While on the surface it may seem that 4l longer su
show the danger zone for these babies 1§ wi UZBL@
could have created serious medical issties™ § ;
Los Angeles County version of the Sa@_ﬂ-la?éﬁ

':%sl hours of life’t ,5"3!3?@'; tely

“Access to quality medical care in the - i
jeopardy had this legislation gone througli,” said Super\usm Knabe, “Many mf Who are safely surrendered have received
no prenatal care or medical care at all - selvmes that are critical for these newbgrns to receive in the first hours after birth.

That is a risk we simply cannot afford 4n T vw“ﬁ é‘t&“"c‘ﬁ?@%vuu i

The County of Los Angeles has been at the forefront of implementing the Safe Haven Law. Since its enactment in 2001,
62 babies have been safely surrendered in the County.

| County of Los Angeles Public Library Goes WiFi

The County of Los Angeles Public Library {smow offering free wireless Internet access in the 84 community libraries
opérated by the County Library. Two $1 million grants provided from (he Los Angeles County Quality and Productivity
Comimission and from the County s Information Technology Fund, approved by the Board of Supervisors, has made Wiki
possible in the County libraries.

‘The County Library’s Willi service enables County library ¢ard holders who own
Internet ready laptops to use these devices in their local County libraties to connect
to the Internet and use the Library’s broad range of online resources.

WiFi users now have no reservations, no waiting, and no time limits. And, wheu-
some customers use (heir own portable wireless devices, the demand on the Library’s
public computers is-reduced and the-computers are freed-up for users who don’t
own laptops. Although the County Library works to upgrade and expand ecomputer
resourcesavailable for public use, it is not able to keep pace with the growmg public
demand fortime online. WiF1 increases access without the constant heed to purchase
additional computers and without losing bookshelves or expanding library facilities to
houseadditional equipment.

plcasecl 10 prowde w:reless Inlemt.t access m eur84 Couniy Lihranes,” states C‘mmiy'
Librarian Margaret Donnellan Todd.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”
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Children and Family Services® Spark of Love Military and Veteran Affairs’
“Operation Reindeer

The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs has
been supporting the Military Order of the
Purple Heart'’s “Operation Reindeer” program for more
than 15 years. In-kind
donations bring joy to
needy veterans and =
their families during
the Christmas season.
This event supports the
County’s Strategic Plan
in the areas of Service
Excellence & Children

Department of Children and Family Services Director being.
Patricia S. Ploehn and Santa welcome youngsters to
the annual Spark of Love holiday eveni.

Mental Health Supports Los Angeles County NAMIWALKS

Team Southard, co-captained by
Marvin Southard, Director of Mental Health, and
Robin Kay, Acting Chief Deputy, led the show of ¢
support by the Los Angeles County Department ||
of Mental Health for the 2007 NAMIWALKS &
(National Alliance on Mental Illness) Los Angeles
County event held in Santa Monica on &0
October 6. Organized by NAMI, NAMIWALKS
raises funds and awareness to make a difference
in the lives of people with mental illness, support =5

mental illness advocacy, research, education and [N
support programs both locally and nationally.

Mental Health held a competition at
headquarters and in the directly operated clinics
and the Department was able to raise more than
320,000 through online and in person
donations.

10 |



An Ombudsman Employee’s Yearly

Tradition

1 " IR ) % el L £
As a yearly tradition, Department of Ombudsman
employee Mpyrian Rangel served meals at
Union Station Foundation’s Thanksgiving Dinner-
in-the-Park. The event provides hot meals and
holiday cheer to all attendees, many of whom are
homeless, senior citizens, and low income families.

Over 5,000 meals were served last year.
If you are interested in joining Myrian next year,

please visit www.unionstationfoundation.org or call
(626) 240-4550.

LAC-USC Brings Holiday Cheers

LAC+USC Medical Center Registered Nurse
Maria J. Cortez, Supervising Custodian
Sidney Pearson and Administrator
Margaret Beruman take their overflowing cart of
Christmas trees to decorate the outpatient clinic
areas and bring holiday cheer to patients.

ENRICHING LIVES
continued on page 12

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service” A

| County of Los Angeles

Strategic Plan,

County Vision “Enriching Lives"
|

Our purpose is to improve the quality of life in Los Angeles
County by providing responsive, efficient and high quality
public services that promote the self-sufficiency, well-being
and prosperity of individuals, families, businesses and
communities.

Our philosophy of teamwork and collaboration is anchored
in our shared values:
¢ A can-do attitude - we approach each challenge
believing that, together, a solution can be achieved.
* Accountability - we accept responsibility for the
decisions we make and the actions we take.
o Compassion - we treat those we serve and each
other in a kind and caring manner.
e Commitment - we always go the extra mile to
achieve our mission.
Integrity - we act consistent with our values.
¢ Professionalism - we perform to a high standard of
excellence.
* Respect for diversity - we value the uniqueness of
every individual and their perspective.
+ Responsiveness - we take the action needed in a
timely manner.

Our position as the premier organization for those working in
the public interest is established by:
* A capability to undertake programs that have public
value;
e An aspiration to be recognized through our
achievements as the model for civic innovation; and
a pledge to always work to earn the public trust.

County Mission
To entich fives tﬁrougﬁ @rectz've and caring service

Strategic Plan Goals

1. Service Excellence 5. Children and Families’ Well-Being
2. Workforce Excellence 6, Community Services

i 2. Organizational Effectiveness 7. Health and Mental Health
. 4. Fiscal Responsibility 8. Public Safety

|

GloriaMolina Yvonne B. Burke Zev Yaroslavsky Don Knabe Michael D. Antonovich |

i
iy Supervisor Stpervisor Supervisor Supervisor Supervisor
i1 First District Sacond District Third District Fourth District Fifth District
|3 i
- i
i =
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continued from page 11

Sheriff’s Department Brings Cheers to Chidren and Familes

Sheriff Lee Baca presents the children of the Belvedere
Early Education Center with hand made dolls created
hy the female inmates of the Century Regional Detention
Facility:

Sheriff Lee Baca presents holiday baskets to the family |
members of Los Angeles County Sheriff's Depariment
personnel who are mililary reservisis deployed to serve (4
our Country overseas, as well as the family members of
deputies who were killed or critically m;umd in the line
of duty the year. ]

Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 23" Annual Public Works' Annual
Holiday Gift Giving Drive Holiday Celebration

Three-year-old Cheyenne Copeland, pictured, sings Christmas carols for
Los Angeles County District Attorney Steve Cooley and others at a news
conference for the Holiday Gift Giving Drive.

Mr. Cooley and his staff
presented Cheyenne and
hundreds of other crime victims
with toys, food and clothing last
holiday season. Cheyenne’s
mother, Ashley Cheval, 23,
was fatally wounded in an
August 2006 drive-by shooting.

To  contribute to the Public Works employee

i ' District Attorney s 23 Annual Emma Ayala and her children
Holzday Gift Giving Drive, please contact Narine Zardarian at enjoy Public Works’ annual
nzardarian@da.lacounty.gov or Wayne Mack at wmack@da.lacounty.gov. Holiday Celebration at DPW
They also can be reached at (213) 974-7401. headquarters.

ENRICHING LIVES
continued on page 13
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Human Relations Commission Hosts 200 Youths

On Saturday, December 1, the Human Relations Commission (HRC) put together a “journaling” symposium at Paramount
Studios. The event was a collaborative venture between the studio, the Media Image Coalition partners, and the HRC.

The HRC screened the movie “Freedom Writers” based on the inspiring story of a local teacher, Erin Gruwell, who transformed
the lives of her students at Woodrow Wilson High School, most of whom had been dubbed as “at risk” teens, by teaching
them to rethink rigid beliefs about themselves and others. With her steadfast support, her
students became critical thinkers, aspiring college students and successful adults. Ms. Gruwell
was also one of HRC’s John Anson Ford honorees in 2004,

The HRC brought more than 200 youth from the Zerohour schools as well as other youth
groups to the studio. They learned about how to channel their emotions through the written
word, and to express their feelings in a positive way. They were coached by past Freedom
Writers, as well as prominent filmmakers, poets, writers and scholars, who shared their
writing and creative expertise with the youth currently going through HRC’s Campus Action
Team programs.

Two of the more than 200 County-sponsored zerohour school students pose for a photo as they enjoy their all-day
excursion to Paramount Studios, where they saw the movie “Freedom Writers” and met with writers on the importance
of journaling their life experiences. The students were also thrilled to meet with three of the young actors who were
in the film. The event was sponsored by both the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission and its support
group for fair media depictions, The Media Image Coalition. ENRICHING LIVES

continued on page 14

Christmas Tree Recycling Program from Public Works

Recycle your Christmas tree this year after the festivities end. This will help preserve our natural resources and reduce
waste. Follow these quick and easy steps to have your Christmas tree recycled into compost, mulch, or ground cover.
Remove all items from your tree (e.g., water containers, tree stands, ornaments, tinsel, and nails).

1. Place your tree at curbside on your regular collection day from December 26 through January 19.
2. Watch as your tree is collected for recycling by your neighborhood waste hauler.

Here are other ideas that can make a huge difference in the amount of trash that gets generated during the holiday season.
Remember, many of these ideas work well the whole year through!

»  Use old newspapers to wrap your presents. Or, place your presents in gift bags, which can be reused.

» Recycle household items you no longer need and use them to create personalized, homemade gifts for your loved
ones.

* Save postage and trees by e-mailing holiday greetings to family and friends instead of sending them a card in the
mail. Or, use holiday cards and gift tags printed on recycled paper.

»  Reuse Styrofoam® packing “peanuts” or donate them to your local packaging or shipping
company, which you can find by visiting www.Earth911.org.

®  Set your table with linens and china instead of disposable plates and plastic cups, and
utensils.

»  Purchase rechargeable batteries rather than disposable ones.

=  Replace larger, old-fashioned lights with energy-efficient mini lights. Save energy by putting

" your lights on a timer or turning them on only when someone is around to enjoy them.
» Save gift boxes, ribbon, and bows for the next holiday season.

Visit www.888CleanLA.com or call 1(888)CLEAN LA for more information on the Christmas
tree recycling guidelines for your area of residence.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”




Supervisor Antonovich Hosts the 11" Annual Holiday Party
for County Foster Children

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich hosted the 11% Annual Holiday Party for the County’s foster
children at Six Flags Magic Mountain in Valencia. Christmas music provided background as caregivers, foster parents and
children were greeted with food, presents, holiday cheer, and a free day inside the Amusement Park.

“The holiday season can be difficult for these children and this party really brightens their spirits,” said Supervisor Antonovich.
“We need families to adopt and provide loving homes for these wonderful children.”

There are currently more than 20,000 children in county foster care, with approximately 900 waiting to be adopted. These
children are waiting for families to give them the love and support they need with the opportunity to grow up in stable and
loving homes.

To adopt a foster child, please call (888) 811-1121.

(From left to right) Clara Lee, DCFS; Beverly Vansen,
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich joins Los Angeles DCFS; Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D.
County Firefighters in passing out presents to foster  Antonovich; Arlen Innocente, DCFS; Helen Berberian,
youth Deputy, Supervisor Antonovich's Office

ENRICHING LIVES
continued from page 13

Homeless CalWORKSs Families Project (HCFP) Bringing Joy
During the Holiday Season!

The HCFP is a collaborative effort between the Los Angeles County Departments of Public Social Services and Mental
Health, the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, and the Housing Authorities (City and County). The HCFP
provides intensive case management for up to 350 families who are receiving CalWORKSs, are homeless, and have a
mental health issue. Some of the services offered by the HCFP are: emergency shelter, movement to transitional housing,
transportation, child care, job and training opportunities, mental health services, assistance with obtaining Section 8 vouchers,
assistance with finding permanent housing and DPSS homeless benefits.

Throughout the year, the HCFP staff work diligently to help families remove barriers in order for them to become self
sufficient and ultimately move into permanent housing. In keeping with the spirit of the holiday season, each HCFP site
(a total of six) will be hosting Christmas celebrations for the families who are enrolled in the project during the month of
December. At the holiday celebrations, the families are served a free lunch, participate in fun activities and each family
member receives a gift. Santa Claus makes a special appearance to distribute the toys to the children. These holiday
celebrations allow families to enjoy the holidays with the HCFP staff and other HCFP families.

14
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- September - December Recipients v
Hear Sl | o9

Service xcellence Award: Service Excellence Award:
Chief Executive Office’s Mental Health's
Jane Tsukamoto Long Beach Asian Pacific Mental Health

Program, Adult Psychiatrists Team

Dr. Ted Tokaji, Dr. Luzminda Lachica,
Dr. Ida Lodriquito

Service Excellence Award:
Public Social Services®
Restaurant Meals Program for
the Homeless, Elderly and
Disabled Team-

Brenda Silas, Rosuela Rodriguez,
DelLlora Ellis-Gant, Keysa Rancharan,
LaTanya Lee, Sharon Brown

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”



Workforce Excellence Award:

Organizational Effectiveness Awar: Health Services’
Mental Health’s EMS Agency - Disaster Management Section
Sussan Hivand

Roel Amara, Candy Arizmendi, Kathy Baker, Gertha Benson,
Gary Chambers, Chiyaukaa Archer, Dr. John Celentano,
Maricela Corlew, Jim Crabtree, Jerry Crow, Laura Debler,
Jim FEads, Kay Fruhwirth, Dolores Hill, Peggy Matthews,
Floyd Neal, John Ospital, Steven Rosales, Jackie Rifenburg, Sandra
Shields, Dr. Millicent Wilson, Dr. Richard Zoraster

Service Excellence Award:
Sheriff’s
James Bickel

Organizational Effectiveness Award:
Auditor-Controller’s
Cindy Lee
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Service Excellence Award:
Regional Planning’s
Field Offices Team

Todd Clark, Jaime Cuevas, James Knowles, Uriel Mendoza, Cesar Rincon, Michael Tripp

Workforce Excellence Award:
Treasurer and Tax Collector’s
Unsecured Personal Property Tax Delinquent Accounts Investigators

Vivian A. Resendez, Billie Towns, Oscar Estrada, Charles M. Amador, David F. Lorenz, James A.Gomez,
Yolande Mayers, Jesse R. Solem, Alfonso C. Salazar, Sandra F. James, Robert J. Kelly

“To Envich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”




Organizational Effectiveness Award:
Child Support Services'
Central Civil West (CCW) Court Check-In System Team

Roy Bradley, Wilford Chin, Barbara Catlow, Morrison Hwang, Dennis Yang, Hong Lim

Service Excellence Award: Organizational Effectiveness Award:
Publie Library’s Mental Health’s
Joanna Ward Norma Fritsche

¥ Nt
(Frdhe |
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Fiscal Responsibility Award:
Consolidated Computer Purchase Program Team

Sir Clark (Chief Information Office),

- David Hamamoto (Chief Information Office),
Lillian Fong (Internal Services),

Theodore Lo (Internal Services),

Sally Luu (Internal Services),

| John Guendling (Public Social Services),

Rudy Rivera {Assessor),

| Art Babakhanian (Treasurer and Tax Collector),

Migell Acosta (Public Library),

| Sylvia Contreras(Human Resources)

Service Excellence Award:
Public Social Services®
Civil Rights Unit

P
Gail Esfahaniha, Alma Calvelo, Marjorie Ancla, Jose A. Martinez,
Alfredo Gonzalez, Lula Hill, Kyeong Chang, Lesia Starling, Thanh Nguyen,
Pablo Marin
g 4
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Holiday Season Safety

The Sheriff’s Department and the National Safety Council offers these suggestions
to help make your holiday season merry and safe.

Decorations: Wear gloves while decorating with spun glass "angel hair." It can
irritate your eyes and skin. A common substitute is non-flammable cotton. Both
angel hair and cotton snow are flame retardant when used alone. However, if
artificial snow is sprayed onto them, the dried combination will burn rapidly.
When spraying artificial snow on windows or other surfaces, be sure to follow
directions carefully. These sprays can irritate your lungs if you inhale them.

Ifireplaces: You should not try to burn evergreens or wreaths in the fireplace or
in a wood stove to dispose of them. They are likely to flare out of control and
send flames and smoke into the room. Also, do not burn wrapping paper in the
fireplace because it often contains metallic materials which can be toxic if burned.

Candles: Never use lighted candles near trees, boughs, curtains/drapes, or with
any potentially flammable item.

Toys and Giitis: Be especially careful when you choose toys for infants or small
children. Be sure anything you give them is too big to get caught in the throat,
nose or ears. Avoid toys with small parts that can be pulled or broken off. If you
are giving toys to several children in one family, consider their age differences
and the chances that younger children will want to play with older kids' toys.

Select gifts for older adults that are not heavy or awkward to
handle. For persons with arthritis, make sure the gift does not require assembly
and can be easily opened and closed. Choose books with large type for anyone
with vision impairment.

Older adults

Plants: Small children may think that holiday plants look good enough to eat. But
many plants can cause severe stomach problems. Plants to watch out for include:
mistletoe, holly berries, Jerusalem cherry, and amaryllis. Keep all of these plants
out of children's reach.

Food und Cooking: The holidays often mean preparing large meals for family
and friends. Wash hands, utensils, sink, and anything else that has come in contact
with raw poultry. Keep in mind that a stuffed bird takes longer to cook. For
questions concerning holiday turkey preparation and cooking call the USDA Meat
and Poultry Hotline at 1-800-535-4555. Refrigerate or freeze leftovers in covered
shallow containers (less than two inches deep) within two hours after cooking.
Date the leftovers for future use.

Alcohol, Parties and Driving: Being a smart party host or guest should include
being sensible about alcoholic drinks. More than half of all traffic fatalities are
alcohol-related. Use designated drivers, people who do not drink, to drive other
guests home after a holiday party.

20

The holiday season is one of the
most stressful times of the year. You can't
avoid stress completely, but you can give
yourself some relief. Allow enough time
to shop rather than hurry through stores
and parking lots. Only plan to do a
reasonable number of errands. When
shopping, make several trips out to the car
to drop off packages rather than trying to
carry too many items. Take time out for
yourself. Relax, read, or enjoy your
favorite hobby at your own pace.
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HIDR: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS

Rehabilitation Provisions

The rules on rehabilitation funding have been revised to
ihcorporaté a statutory amendment providing for the ad-
dition' of significant features, such as elevators, air con-
ditioning, and community space, that could attract
non-subsrdlzed tenants. wo

' The'statute provides that an owner may not be requlred
to contribute more than'25 percent of the assistance re-
ceived ‘for the inclusion of such features. B

The regulanons prov1de that the required contnbunon,
as proposed by the PAE and approved by HUD,  cannot
exceed 20 percent ‘of the total cost.”

If the restructuring plan includes other additions which
the PAE considers significant, the PAE.can propose to make
those additions subject to the cap on owner contnbutlons
The owner’s contribution will generally be 3 percent of
the cost of each’ additional feature, but the PAE may pro-
pose a lower or higher contnbunon, up, to 20 percent.

SECTION 8

Planned SEMAP Revnsmns Wlll
Emphas1ze Results Over Process,
Voucher Rule to Be Rewritten

HUD will propose chaiiges in Section 8 management
assessment program (SEMAP) rules to emphasize results
over process and will rewrite Voucher:program rules to
give. PHAs more flexibility, according to staff :members
who spoke at the Quadel Consulting: Corporanon voucher
conference .in Washington.

HUD:alse plans to- streamline reporting requlrements
in the voucher management system (VMS) 1n commg
months, they said: i

" Also at the conference; Otlando J. Cabrera, ‘HUD as-
sistant secretary for public and Indian housing, announced
that he will resign effective January 4, but gave no de-
tails about his future plans. Cabrera has served as assis-
tant secretary since 'November 2005.-In another HUD
personnel change; Danielle Bastrache was recently. ap-
pointed as the career staff’ person dlrectly respon51ble for
the voucher program. . -

New SEMAP Rulo

The new SEMAP rule has been in the works for some
time, but has been delayed by HUD personnel changes
and the need to work-on implementing the, disaster hous-
ing assistance program (DHAP). Daily: program. manage-
ment has been turned over to a contractor, allowing HUD
to. work on program administration, said Michael S. Den-
nis-of the Office of Public and Indian Housing.

The SEMAP: regulatxon will reduce what program crit-
ics believe is an excessive reliance on PHA iself-certifica-
tion of indicators, said Dennis. The revised rule will
measure the quality. of housing units, whether eligible
families are being served, and whether subsidy. calcula-
tions are accurate, he said,.

Dennis said that a revised. SEMAP also will examine
the general condition of the PHA administering Section 8
vouchers because it can adversely affect program admin-

istration, regardless. of whether other indicators such as
rent reasonableness are met. SEMAP also should empha-
size accuracy of data-and recordkeeping:since HUD makes
many decisions based on SEMAP results; he said.

Voucher Regvlations

Dennis said that HUD plans to rewrite the voucher regu-
lations to-make the program less -administratively bur-
densome and give PHAs additional flexibility. HUD also
plans to remove references to certificates and the transi-
tion of certificates to -the voucher program along with
other obsolete items, he said.

Dennis ‘asked individual PHAs to make recommenda-
tions for Section 8 program improvements, and he said
that- HUD is continuing its series of Section 8 ‘forums to
gather further information' for a proposed rule.

Dennis also said that the HUD Office of Pohcy Devel-
opment and Research is'in theé early stages of contracting
for a Section 8 administrative fee cost study .

“We want to.get a handle on what are the actual costs
to administer a well-run vouclier program,” he said. The
last study, completed in the 1990s, has become obsolete
and also was not comprehenswe, ‘he added. :

Dennis also said that HUD plans to issue new Section
8 moderate rehabilitation guidance on contract renewals
and rents.

A revised VMS that eliminates many reporting, Jtems
will be available in December -or January, said Bernice
C. Unland, director of the HUD Financial Management
Center. Unland ‘said the reporting system will be fhore
user-friendly and will have a new capacity to make
changes to previous quarterly data.

'I'AXATION

Senate ‘Falls to Act on Tax Blll
With NMTC, Other Extenders

The Senate failed to act on a House-passed tax ex-
tender- bill (H.R. 3996) that includes 4’one-year exten-
sion of thé New Markets tax credit (NMTC)- program,
along ‘withi ‘other housing and development provisions,
before leavmg for the Thanksgiving recess.

The kéy ° prov151on of the legislation is an ‘extension of
alternative minimum tax (AMT) relief to prevent mil-
lions of addmonal taxpayers from being h1t by the AMT
in 2007 o

The House-passed bill 1ncludes tax increases to pay for
the AMT provmon, but Republicans are opposed to the
increéases.” (For’ background see Current’ Developments,
Vol. 35,"No. €D-22, p. 676) = *

Accordingly, when Majonty Leader Harry Re1d (D-Nev.)
attempted to take up the House-passed meastre on No-
vember 15 under a unanimous.consent.request intended
to block amendments, Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) objected. '

Reid then objected to a unanimous consent request by
McConnell that would have opened the bill to amend-
ments.

With everyone agreeing on the need for AMT relief,

December 3, 2007
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_ IDEAS AND TRENDS

REALESTATE .

Markets Face Downs1de__,,Rlsk in 2008
Housing Slump Threatens Economy, |
According to Emerging Trends _Report

Real estate markets face their greatest downside risk
in almost two decadesi m 2008 sand. the housing- collapse
threatens th overall economy, accordmg to nal
report on eme"’ ng trendsiin:real estate:si; ¢ g

s

The report,. based on survey responses and 1nterv1ews

wrth :more than-600 real estate. experts, is a joint under- -

takmg of .the Urban Land Institute .. (ULI) .and
PncewaterhouseCoopers

the on'smg side, the report cites the oversupply of
es and c_ondomlmums, falling prices, and nsmg de-
lmquencres, defaults,. and. fgreclosures. . -
/“Subprime borrowers:are merely: the leadmg edge

says. “Lowered<home values:and higher:mortgage rates
will raise refinancing hurdles for everyone::Home: prices
may drop further once motivated owners put. therr houses
up for sale and foreclosure aucnons increase.”

“-0On-the other-hand;.the report:adds, mulnfamxly inves-
tors should :benefit. from-this.situation. as-the- number of
renters increases, booslngz leasmg rates; -n Lo

Iimpact.on Economy -
According:to'the report, the weakness in housmg could
spread to the overall economy because of the”potential
impact on consumer spe .

Lookmg to the challenges facing real esta >
the report notes.that “a- -dose of fe slappe
of reahty back i1 '

ddition to the overall e .nomy,.»the~repqrt 5ays. in-
dustry participants need to get a handle on- supply/ de-
id, fund tals and capital flows in order to navrgate

“Except for apartments, upward pressure on: occupan-
h ed, though supply/demand re-

ny. ons: to the 'supply: of commercxala real estate
w1ll be held.down: by market-conditions,.it adds..“Devel-

opment-costs continue to spiral upward, and capital play-
ers generally will be less inclined to fund new projects in
a'more risk-adverse credit environment;” the report says.
The report notes that the. flow of global-capital into
real estate was facilitated by, Wall: Street securitization. of
debt .instruments.:Going forward;:it says, fixed-income
investors will. become.more. “rational?:and lenders: will
tighten underwriting standards, pushing up the cost of
debt, though cash purchasers may-¢ushionmarketzde-
clines, ,- ‘ -
“Investment bankers and prlvate equlty,players who
benefited from fee bonanzas and a long:run-of saperior
returns; may take a few. lumps: and swill-shift. gears: to
more vulture-onented mvesnng,” the report say HRESES

Murkei Seclors ‘ . CEI P
Analyzing different:market sectors, .the report says apart-
ments-and industrial propertles wxll::_b the- favored An:
vestment;categoriess. v, . v L s :

 On-d scalé of 1 (abysmal) to_9 (excellen ) rvey re-
spondents tated induistrial/ distiibution propérties-at 6. 03
for investment prospects and 6114 for: development pros-
pects;:while apartments.were: rated 5. 94 for investment
and. 6‘22 for deyelopment 2 ]

tof's-dre as follows: “office,~5.78; 5. 76 hotels, 5 78 *5: 68
retall 5 42,’S. 43* and resrdentlal-ffor—sale, 4:29,74.02:

"'In addmon, certaln niche cat‘,gorles have. relatlvely
hxgh ratings, mcludulg medical office buildings; 6.15 for
ent; _mlxed use

Lookrng at, spec1ﬁc mark,ets, the report sees strengthsm
24 hour coastal gateway cities, with: New York rising
h

" (By an HDR Staff ’Reporterj = Housmg
cher utiliza-

SAN BIEGO =
authorities can improve their Section 8
tion in tight rental markets and expand Siipportive hous-
ing through:the use-of project-based vouchers.(PBVs);said
Tony:; Ucciferri, Section 8.prograrh administrator:for the
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San Francisco Housing Authority (SFHA), who spoke at
the National Association of Housing and. Redevelopment
Officials (NAHRO) annual conference; - ,

' they have no risk of losing their housing unit due to an

owner’s decision not to accept Section 8.
in addltlon PBV housmg often is of higher quality with

__Ucciferri.said .PBVs.may. also.be.used to.improve,ac:......Jnore. services, at.least in supportive. housing, Ucciferri

cess to opportunity-rich neighborhoods as part of a PHAs
deconcentration policy. In addition, he said that project-
based: vouchers:can:be;used to encourage housmg pro-
duction in redevelopment areas, 51 - U

- Ueciferri‘said the SFHAS’ unhzatxon rate’ shpped to" 73
percent ia fewsyears ago-béfore the-agency-began-project-
basing-vouchers. ‘Now' the SEHA-has:dore: 23 deals: with
nearly::800: project-based. vouther. uhits and: ant1c1pates
reachmg 1;400; pmject-based umts in the“ éar future

l.ocldng ln~:llnils B L ETED e
Using project-based vouchers, a housmg authonty -Can
lock in-available:units: for ;an-initial -10-year-term..For
owners; the:incentive -is the security-of-a long-term: con-
tract tin a’potentially: changing-market, as  well-as:the
possibilityof -higher rerits at-the: start: of :a- contract: and
increases during the contract term, dependm on circum-
stances, said Ucciferri. 3

+In-a rent controlléd market like San'Fraricisco
lord can“géta substantialvincrease in rent'while the: ten:
ant generally pays 30 percent of income. The owner,awhrch
in- San- Franclsco is: typ1ca11y a.nonprofit. housing.-pro-

dditi ;

Uec1fem sald that keepmg a-separate B’V waimng llst
may be necessary if the regular-voucher: list’i§: closed
Separate. PBV lists-can.be. kept for one |
The :owner can refer: apphcants to-the.
seleeupnas" made by.the owner. from names provided from
lace tenants of existing housing umts

pohcres, and ‘the’ scoririg systém for “selection. Yo
have to relnvent the wheel ? he sald suggs tmg tHat a

P :
found the criteria were not followed, he said. He advised

making sure that environmental and subsrdy lay ring. 1
views along with any other thlrd-party rev1ews are pfop-
erly conducted; . |

to" Uccrfem; because dunng the 10:year contract: term,

B

said.

The SFHA insists on supportlve services being provided
in PBV bulldmgs “The services keep the families engaged
d.in theselunifs,? id, “The-nonprofi

wotk’ witht are also 'emce p ovrders W1th ‘a deﬁmt in-

PEUD met §4.9 percent of’its perfo
ﬁscal 2007 down from 89. 7 percent-in’ _2(_)06 accordmg

go ;
ties; promote ‘decent affordible housmg, strengthen com{
munities; ensure equal oppottutiity in holising: -eribrace
high+standards:of .ethics; management, -and -accountabil-
ity; -andpromote: participation of farth -based and com-
mumty organizations: . A G &1
“THe departiment-attriby >the- percentage
of performarnceé‘indicators met to-the ownturn in“the
economy-asit:has affected-the housingindustry; as-well
as a-relative reduction: in:fundingavailablefor. program
monitoring, assistance, enforcement, and:information
technology system improvements.
For selected measures, which Hiéastire>missforitetitieal
activities;:the percent: of mdlcators met dechned from 96
to:78-percent.i.. =uiim - g .,

Homeownership Indicators
AR AT

&
buyers making up a larger pe
family endorsements,” the report
the share of first—ume mm”bn

sements, above the g
percent while ﬁrst-tlme minority buyers ‘were 33.
""huyers, compared thh the goall of

pre-purchase Counseling purchdsed a homi
mortgage-ready within 90 days, exceedlng
30:0°petcent;iand: 94.7 perceiit:of theé mortgd
Help-with resclving or-preventing-defiriqut
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FINANCE, MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

MORTGAGE FINANCE
Republicans Block Senate Action
On FHA Modernization Legislation

Republicans blocked Senate action on FHA modern-
ization legislation (S. 2338) on November 15, contend-
ing that more time was needed to consider the bill.

The Senate Banking. Committee approved the bill on
September. 19, but the measure wasn't formally reported
out of committee until November 13. '

_ Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.,) proposed
a unanimous consent request under which the Senate
would have passed the bill without amendment, but with-
drew the request because of Republican opposition.

“What a shame that there is an objection to a bill that
passed the House overwhelmingly, came out of commit-
tee over here on a vote of 20 to 1, and now there is an
objection to it,” Reid said. “That is really too bad.”

However, Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) -criticized the
procedure that would have barred amendments-to the
bill.

“This bill addresses a very delicate and complicateéd
area of housing policy on which we cannot afford to make

mistakes,” Coburn ‘said. : -

Mortgage Limits S
As approved: by the Banking Committee, the bill would
raise the basic FHA home mortgage limit from 95 to 100
percent of the area median home price. It would - also
raise the floor and ceiling limits-from’48 and: 87 percent
of the:government-sponsored- enterprise (GSE) -conform-
ing loan limit 1o 65 and 100-percent; respectively.

In addition, the bill would reducé"the minimum ' éash
investtent for @n FHA-financed home'from 3 to 1.5 per-
¢ent and simplify the’ calculatiof. ‘The bill would ‘allow
family members to contribute to'the required ‘cashiinvest-
ment;but prohibit contributions from seller-funded-down
paymentientities. . - - - . u- o Ge e
“The bill would: also ‘raisethe basi¢ limit-on up-front
mortgage ‘in ice prerhiums (MIPs) from'2.25°t0"3.0
percent of the*ifisured loan balance-and raise the ‘limit
for first-time-home’ buyers who receive. homeownership
counseling’ from 2.0-tg.2.75-percent: & . gl

In addition, the bill would
minium unit financing und i ¢
that condos cdiild’be ‘in’ the: fc of manufactured hous-
ing “unifs. It would-also dllow-FHA Title II financifg of
mafiufactured homes, even if ‘they arei’t-taxed as'real
property. - S wE : =

‘Manvfactured Housing. R
The legislation would also make;changes to the FHA Title
I manufactured housing program-that.are intended: to
‘make- the program work more like Title I financing.

The bill would change the mortgage insurance struc-
ture from a portfolio system to, loan-by-loan insurance,
like Title 11, while retaining, the 10 percent lender coin-
surance. .

Title I manufactured home loan limits would be in-
creased to $25,090 for repairs, $69,678 for homes,
$23,226 for lots; and $92,904 for homes and lots.

The up-front MIP would be increased from 1 to 2.25
percent, and the maximum annual premijum.would be 1
percent. _

FHA-financed mianufactured homes could be placed in

‘manifactured homeé communities only if the community

provides a lease with a minimum term of three years that
is renewable for successive one-year terms.

Other Provisions -

Other provisions in the bill would rgmoye the cap on the
aggregate number of home equity conversion mortgages
(HECMs), provide' a‘uniform national HECM loan limit
equal to the GSE conforming loan limit, limit the origi-
nation fee on HECMs to 1.5 percerit, and allow HECMS
to be used in cooperatives and‘for home purchases, if the
home will be the borrower’s primary residence.

The bill would also requiré HUD, in consultation with
the industry and other interestéd parties, to develop and
implement a plan to improve FHAs loss mitigation pro-
cedures. e

" In additior, the bill would expand eligibility for post-
purchase cotinseling to families who experience a sig-
nificant drop in income or increase in living expenses;
create a new pre-purchase counseling demoristration pro-
gram; prohibit’ increases in ‘multifamily MIPs above the
fiscal 2006 levels ‘through: fiscal 2009, except to cover
increases in expected losses; Taise the-cap on energy-effi-

cient ‘mortgages; and require HUD to carry out a pilot

program o’ establish an automated process for providing

‘alternative' ¢fédit rating information for borrowers who

lack credit histories.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING R T
NAHRO President Views Funding
As Top Issue Affecting Communities

Seeking to Meet Hotising Needs

Renee Rooker, the new: president of the National Asso-
ciation. of Housing and. Redevelopment Officials
(NAHRO), in an interview with HDR:said that adequate
funding of housing and community-deyvelopment contin-
ues.to.be the leading.issue, for the organization.

Other major concerns:are'HUD ‘regulatory reform, cre-
ation of a national housing trust fund that would help the
lowest-income families, and-Section: 8 voucher reform,
she said. : ’
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As ertecutrve dlr'.ector of the Walla Wa‘l'l'a,hWash Hous-
ing Authorlty, Rooker: has. witnessed a widening gap in
family incomes in the community, she said.“We have

diversified the portfolio and really worked in the com-

munity to address housing needs,” she said, “but there s a
real disparity between the haves and have nots.”

During Rooker’s' 16 years with’ the h ising ”authonty,
its portfolio has expanded fromi ‘84 p
and-10 Section '8 ‘tertificates. Today's portfoho ‘includes
700 Section 8 vouchers, housing built and rehabilitated
with:bénd financing and low-income housing tax cred-
its;;:and HOME tenant-based -assistarice. The housing -au-
thority. dlso. recent]y completed a homeownershxp
initiative. g

Willa: Walla’s .economy- is dnven by tounsm and the
wine industry, along with forestry. A significant number
of retirees have moved into town, pushing up the price of
housing. “It is a huge issue to, the point that housing prices
have. generated a lot of local .conversation you. don’t see
in rural communities,” said Rooker..The. Chamber of Com-
merce has also gotten actively involved in housmg as
affordability affects the workforce,,.sh id. ..z

Funding Probl”ms"i‘“
F ding. problems have senopsly undermmed the
of housing. authorities. to, maintain their. public housing,

ome communities-opting-out of the program,

) ‘Pubhc housmg helps the lowest-income families,.
“Nothmg:reaches that deep,’

“cant afford to lose »

Asset Munagemeni

2

rated, so‘costly fo't » dditional regu-
latory: environment: wuh HUD;wehavehousing-authorities
opting:iout,” Rooker.said.: .are;hoping: to. leverage
the dollars? from those: propemes toicreate new-units- that
will be a better asset.” E

theiimpact of any-decrease in:the average price ‘
forming loan:limit: wouldn’t be reduced until:the;cumutla-

Rooker said that dozens of housmg ‘agencies seeldng
regulatory-and financial flexibility want to get into the

"t Housing ImproVement Program (HIP); the extension of

the Moving-to-Work program included in the House-passed
‘Secfion 8 reform bill (H.R. 1851). “People have been able
to do interesting and innovative things with MTW,” said
Rooker.

There is'np HIP counterpart ina Senate draft Section” 8
bill. .

Housing l.egis ahon “ e
G said NAHRO hop 's to have Secnon 8 reform leg-
1slat1on enacted next year, NAHRO has worked for sev-
eral years on unprovmg the Sectlon 8 voucher program

' farmhes snnphfylng the program and makmg it’ ea51er
to administer.

‘Rooker 'said that NAHRO will also be working hard to
get national housing trust fund ‘legislation’ (H: R. 2895)
passed ‘th ( ugh the Senate and enacted int6 law:

“From my perspecnve we haven't had'a true housmg
produétion’ program since public Housing*went away in
the*1980s,” she said. “We have had the o ome hous-
ing tax ¢tedit, but thdt ‘Hasn’t'kept: up' witli'the démarid
for producnon and it do#sn't go deep’ enough to help low
incomes: Ifiwe are. gomg to have a strong, stable economy,
then-housing: matters:® =" .- - in

fe: FHEO announcement ‘was:mad -.after‘the :Fed~

eral Housmg Fmance Board (FHFB) reported that the

ithly interest.rate survey: for

'duced in 2b08 regardless of the results of the_

FHFB survey. ]
The guidance also provides for @ onetye

tive price decline; excluding any deferred amount;excéeds
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SECI'IONB o

send proper notices, allow- it ‘to correct dé ciencies,’ “and
consider plamtlff’s tlmely request for an adjustment of its

regulanons Although the‘plalnnff expre:
junctive, relief, th 52 :

R

which lies exclusively in the U.S. Court of Federal C]almsl

Jurisdictional Issue

Plaintiff argued that the court had jurisdiction pursuanﬁ-
the 28 U.5.C. Section 1331 and that the Administrative

Procedure Act (APA) waives the government’s sover fgn
immunity. The court explained that the Tenth Circuit elimi:

nated ambiguities about how a claim for “declaratory’or -
injunctive relief seeking prospective performance of the

government's obligation to pay money under a contract ~
should be characterized for purposes of determining

whether a district court or the Court of Federal Claims
has jurisdiction.”

In Robbins v. U.S. Bureau of Land Management, 438
E3d 1074 (2006), the Tenth Circuit held that the APA
does not waive sovereign immunity for claims that arise
out of a contract and seek specific performance of the
contract as relief.

Based on Robbins, the court concluded that it does not
have jurisdiction in this case and denied plaintiff’s mo-
tion for preliminary injunction.

Merits of Claim
The court also decided to comment on the merits of the

in the plamtlff’s favor, the couft' conicluded tht 'tfhe' pre-

fequisites-of 4" prelumnary injunction are! ot:present in

this'case.«Normahdy must:show: that:it will:suffer irreépa:

rable injury 1f the court does notiissue: the mjuncuon, the
] H i

cut _-1ts Se 'on 8 pay—
ak its mortgage p yments
fo)

C -Ourl 4 ! : 149 mal

a showmg, since it did not present any evidence
about the financial condition of Normandy. or its.3
.Cunnmgham, or whether Cunnmg‘ham could

$27‘000 and plainti . u:
income ln_'the form of vouchers sued, d1re;ct1y t 1ts :

ty m"the p g
financial resources. _The court acknowledged that'cu ng
off Section' 8 payinen ial-econes

Norhiatidy: The® plam‘nff-could potentzajlv Tose mo)
revenues from the HAP contract and ‘might suffe: :
quential losses if the pending contract for sale of the fa-
cility falls through due to loss of HUD funding.

The court concluded that plaintiff did not establish the
necessary irreparable injury for an injunction, even if the
jurisdictional issues were resolved in its favor.

SECT ION 8

Youcher Holder Challengmg

Termination Can Pursue Claim for

. ’Decl'aratory, Injunctive Relief

“A Section 8 voucher holder challenging a termination

vv.acnon by the Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) can pur-
_sue-a claim for declaratory judgment and injunctive re:
lief, according to the U.S. District Court for th

District of Washington at Seattle. (Hendiix v..Se
ing Authority, No. C07-657MJB 2007 WL
(WiD:Wash.), November 9, 2007)

Defendant Seattle Housmg Authonty (SHA) notlﬁed

manon ‘and con51stently mlsrepresenting the facts con-
cermng her family size and income.

Dédember:31-2007
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The procedure for appealing a preliminary:termina-
tion decision, which is contained .in the SHAS, Housing

Choice Votcher Administrative ‘Plan, inyolves an infor-

mal ‘administrative hearing presided. over by a hearing
officer (a non-lawyer appointed by ‘the'SHA) at which the
agency and the voucher holder ‘may present documents
and witnesses. Evidentiary rules are not observed, and
arguments challenging the legality of the SHA's decision
may hot be presented: ' - B BEia e Dt
Following the proce

eding, the hearing officer issues a
written decision outlining the evidence presented and the
findings in favor of one side or the ‘Gther. The final deter-
mination is'madé on a “preponderanice 'of the evidence”
standard. e AT -

frig, and she also filed
it yer of practices of the
SHA or the hearing officers ate éither violations of HUD
regulations or unconstitutional denials of due process.
The-coutt previously issued a preliminary injunction to
halt fiirther términation proceedings pending ‘the‘outconie
of this litigation. - e
-~ §pedifically, Hendrix claimed that hedring officers are
 tert ions without deciding material fac-
5 g; that hes fficers” decisions are based
on a “Sufficient evidence” standar her ‘than thie “pre-
ponderance of evidence” tandard réquired by the SHA
and HUD: régulations; thiat>hearing ‘officers are improp-
etly refusirig to consider felevaiit Tegal argunients of de-
fensds; and that’ hearing ‘officefs lack ‘the*proper skills
and training to adjudicate: termination disputes.* < - &
Plaintiff sought a writ of prohibition pursuant to.Wash-
ington state law, RCW 7.16.290, or, alternativély, a de-
judgment, and, permanent ihjunction

Hendrix requested an in
this action alleging“that .

requestéd-gismi
12(b) (¢

"In this.case;-the:courtysaid, the plaintiff’s:claimsare
not -properly brought under this. pre ision of the law be-
cause the SHA has jurisdiction over the Section 8 pro-
gram, including, the eligibili pplicants_and
participanfs. . ... ... I
:.“Because she has. not shown-

“Plainti

its-authority,” the court:said; ‘Plai
of facts under which she.would.be en

itjon. Therefore, thaticlaim will

dgmenl,lniunciion B

noted that "such ‘a“fequirement i ‘not absolute and has
been abrogated in cases where a- claim, ‘though concern-

ing an area of administrative regulation, is essentially a
request for a declaration of legal rights.
I t'ﬁi_s-case',ftl\le_essence'of'Plua’i'ntiff’s claim is the in-
adequacy of the ‘administrative remedy (i.e., that this
administrative remedy 'is not adequate to afford the relief
sought) and the possible violation of her right to due
process by the:administrative agency in question,” the
court explained. “Under, those circumstances,-the Court
finds that exhaustion of an administrative remedy is not
a prerequisite to bringing a lawsuit.” .
TheSHA also challenged on their merit Hendrix’s
claims that its policies' and-practices do not follow ‘the
requirements’ of ‘HUD regulations and that, even if the
regulations are followed, .the agency’s informal hearing
process is. constitutionally. defective: for failure to provide
due .process:.:'z .- . ;
-On the first point, thecourt’ agreed with ‘the SHA that
the informal hearing requirements basically restate: the
HUD: regulations: Nevertheless, it said the plaintiff’s ac-
tionssurvives the. motion to dismiss because-ofher claims
that in-practice, the hearing officers don’t follow the SHA/
HUD requirements.. .. - . .

Due Process Claim . ..

Considering-the constitutional argument, the court noted
that the-rights at.issuewere spelled out.by the.Supreme
Court in.Goldberg v. Kelly; 397 U.S.254.(1970), in which
the Court held that.goyernment cannot terminate welfare

benefits {:mmou_t_ﬁ?provrding.:a minimum level of due -pro-
cess.

Under Goldberg, the court said, an ififotmal ‘héating
alone won't satisfy the due process requirement. “Instead,”
the. courf, explained; “Goldberg -clearly contemplates.a
‘full.administrative review! which:afferds greater proce-

duralirights, rights akin to the ‘quasi-judicial proceed- -

ing’ that Plaintiff seeks here:.- . - :

- The: plaintiff pointed- out that: under the SHA proce-
dures; she-is not-permitted to present legal arguments:at
the informal: hearing:that might constitute & .defense 1o
the, facts the SHA has. found. to: require- termination:

' eed-with'the defendant that
: ght* s type ‘of liniitation onv‘a pre-
ferminiation ‘heating; 1t-said such a*limitation -could-be
permitted only if a post-termination proceeding allowed
a full airing ‘of .all arguments, In this case; the-SHA pro-
wides:no-such proceeding, - =~ - TR AT
“The:court ‘also said the plaintiff’s allegations @hbout-the
Tack of:qualifications of the SHA: hearing-of ficers may
‘have-merit-ini‘ thie due process' context;: e thieugh HUD
regulatiofis’ don’t require legal knowledge in-a .atéa
other thati Section 8+ 1 L g 20 s
ied the 1

ﬁp_m:xss;;nﬁkué‘:‘ s
Suilder Did
ffering Settlemer

Khome bilders bifer of & discount oh settlement ser-

vices that was conditioned on the use of an affiliated
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POLITICS: Rare opening on
. Board of Supervisors promises :
a “humdinger” of a race that
could alter the power base.

" By Tray Anderson
Staff Wiiter . )

For the first time in more than a decade,
a‘high-stakes race is under way for a seat on
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervi-
sors in an election that could Significantly
reshape the region's ‘longtime political |

power base. L
~ While it’s months before voters hit the
polis, Los Angeles City Counciiman Bemard

dailybreeze.com
.. Wednesday 1212007

de

number in the history of the,Los Angeles labor movement.

“It’s historic because the last time there was an open seat was in
1992,” said Maria Elena Durazo, secretary-treasurer of the federa-
tion, which represents about 800,000 workers, including 200,000
county employees and home-care workers. -

“It's a very important race. And that’s why the unions are
e;ail(uating the two candidates so early becanse there is so much at
stake.” ‘

Another issue is whether the shuttered emergency room at
Martin Luther King Jr./Harbor Hospital will be reopened.

Perhaps even more significantly, the race stands to reshape the
balance of power among the nation’s most influential Board,of
Supervisors, which represents 10 million people and whose mem-
bers are now limited to three terms in office. :

Since Burke was elected in 1992, the three Democrats on the
board — Zev Yaroslavsky, Gloria Molina and Burke — have
generally banded together, often voting as a bloc on controversial
issues and overpowering the two Republicans, Supervisors Mike
Antonovich and Don Knabe. .

But political analysts say that would shift significantly if Parks

~ who is viewed as a moderate to conservative Deinocrat — is
elected. . . : ’
“This is a pivotal seat in that whichever way the person who

i.

parture sets up

Parks and state Sen. Mark Ridley-Thomas
have launched what are widely expected to
be fierce campaigns for the Second District
seat held by Yvopne Brathwaite Burke.
Burke, who represents a district of .
9 million peoplé stretching from the Holly- :
wood Freeway .to Carson and Marina del -
Rey to Lynwood, has announced her retire-
ment. : i

wins it leans will make up a8 majority of the voters, either on the
liberal side or the conservative side of the board,” Regalado said.
“Yvonne has almost always been considered on the liberal side.
But Bernie is much more conservative, both on the fiscal issues,
labor-management issues and issues about community investment
and victimization.” . L
" Since serving as chief of the Los Angeles Police Department and

The primary election is June 3.
" The race is the first highly competitive -

contest for the Board of Supervisors since
- Burke battled U.S. Rep. Diane Watson in a
bitter 1992 campaign to succeed the late
Supervisor Kenneth Hahn. i
“It’s going to be a humdinger,” said Jaime
Regalado, executive diréctor of the Pat
Brown Institute of Public Affairs at Califor-
nia State University, Los Angeles. “We don't !
know who else is going to be in the race, but
these are the two headliners whoare proba-
bly scaring everyone else away.” B
Political observers had speculated -that
Rep. Maxine Waters — & longtime friend of
Burke who represents much of the same
South Bay turf — might seek the seat, but |
she announced last month she would not. *
The deadline to file to run in the election is
March 7. : .
‘But Parks, 64, and Ridley-Thomas, 53,
have alréady begun raising money and the
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor is .
convening today — about three months ear-
lier than usua! — to anhounce its endorse-
hent for supervisor. oo oE
The election comes in a politically

charged year in which 350,000 workets will -
renegotiate their contracts - the ax:ges_t

quit Sacramento.  L.A. City Goun:

winning a City Council seat in 2003, Parks has been anti-crime and
business-oriented, said Bob Stern, president of the Center for
Governmental Studies.

“He would tend to possibly vote with Antonovich and Knabe at
times, whereas Ridley-Thomas would traditionally be with Molina
and Yaroslavsky,” Stern said. “So (Parks) in a sense could be a
swing vote on the board.” . - .

With the high stakes, campaign machines for Parks and Rid-
ley-Thomas are gearing up to begin raising the maximum
$1.5 million in $1,000 contributions for the primary.

Any candidate who receives more,than 50 percent of the vote in
June will win; otherwise the candidates will duke it out on the
Nov. 4 presidential election ballot.

“The stakes are huge,” Regalado said. “They are huge on the
business side, who see Bernie primarily as their champion. I think
they see Bernie as even more business-friendly than Yvonne was.

“And on the other side, Mark is regarded as the champion of
labor, In some ways, this will be the classic labor vs. business race.”

Ridley-Thomas, who has a doctorate in social ethics and policy
analysis from USC, started out as a high school teacher and spenta
decade as executive director of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conferenceé founded by Martin Luther King Jr. -

First elected to the City Council in 1991, he served a dozen years

there and was elected to the state Assembly and to the Senate in
'2008. '
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Parks, who has a master’s degree in public administration from
USC, spent 38 year$ with the LAPD and rose through the ranks to
become chief in 1997, serving until 2002. )

Burke said the outcome of the race is key as the county faces a
variety of issues including a public health system strained by the
closure of public and private hospitals, a worsening housing crisis,
a stressed social services system, declining tax revenues and
potential state funding cuts. N

Jack Pitney, a professor of government at Claremont McKenna

College, said the supervisors’ race gives voters a rare opportunity.

to significantly influence the future.

“It's important for people to have a choice,” Pitney said. “Compe-
tition is at the very heart of democracy-and that's especially true
for supervisorial elections because county government is so large
and the districts are bigger than a lot of states.”

;roy.anderson@dallynews.com
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AV Press: Section 8 renters face termination Page 1 of 1
Section 8 renters face termination

This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press
Thursday, December 13, 2007.

By VERONICA ROCHA
Valley Press Staff Writer

PALMDALE - Four Section 8 recipients will be recommended for termination from the rental
subsidy voucher program after sheriff's deputies and investigators issued due diligence warrants
to search their homes Wednesday.

Inside one of the four homes, sheriff's deputies found eight bags of marijuana, the equivalent of
six ounces; equipment to cultivate marijuana, including heat lamps, ducts and pots; and a bag of
marijuana seeds, said Deputy Ted Knott of the Palmdale Sheriff's Station's Community Oriented

Policing Unit.
"It looked like they were either starting or ending marijuana cultivation," he said.

A mother and daughter lived inside the home in the 38700 block of Glenbush Avenue, just south
of Avenue Q, he said.

The daughter was placed under arrest on suspicion of marijuana cultivation and sales, he said.

Another Section 8 recipient was recommended for termination after narcotics paraphernalia - a
probation violation for the home's resident - was found inside the home, Knott said.

"The people we suggested for termination were taking advantage of the system," he said.

Palmdale code enforcement officers, building and safety personnel, Section 8 investigators and
sheriff's deputies issued warrants to search eight Section 8 homes in the areas of 30th and 40th
streets east and Avenue Q and Palmdale Boulevard, Knott said.

The Department of Children and Family Services likely will return to two homes where signs of
child neglect were found, he said.

vrocha@avpress.com

http://www.avpress.com/n/13/1213_s8.hts ' 12/13/2007
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Bobbette Glover

From: Natalia Macias
Sent: Thursday, December 13, 2007 11:58 AM

To: Bobbette Glover; Carlos Jackson; Elisa Vasquez; Esther Keosababian; Lynna Ochoa; Marcie
Miranda; Margarita Lares Herrera; Marie Quon; Richard Martinez
Cc: IGR/PI

Subject: CLPHA ALERT

Contact Your House Member and Senators Take Action!
HUD Appropriation Threatened

Time is of the essence. Please call your member of congress or senator immediately concerning
the omnibus appropriations bill. Here's the background:

It appears that the House and Senate leadership are prepared to capitulate to the President's
threats regarding the omnibus appropriations bill. The president has said he will veto any
legislation that goes beyond his budget request. While the situation is extremely fluid, this could
mean a return to the administration's dismally low request for Public Housing and Section 8.
There is some prospect, however, that while agreeing to the president's topline numbers, the
House and Senate would adjust priorities within the different appropriations accounts.

The message: Tell your member of Congress and Senators to hold firm on what they agreed to in
the recent Conference Report on Public Housing and Section 8. Cuts in these programs, which
have faced severe underfunding for nearly a decade, will have an immediate negative effect on
your operations and the people you serve. This will affect basic services to current residents,
while virtually none of the elderly, disabled and families on our waiting lists will be served
anytime in the near future.

Call (Capitol Building switchboard: 202-224-3121) your member of Congress or
senator immediately!

If you no longer wish to receive e-mail from us, please click here.

poviemd by ¥

*

capwiz e,

12/14/2007
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December 13, 2007

The Honorable John W. Olver

Chairman

Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

2358 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We are writing in regards to recent alarming reports about the current appropriations
negotiations for an omnibus funding bill for FY2008 which would include funding for public
housing programs.

We understand Congress is likely to agree to the President’s spending levels which are
woefully inadequate for our programs. We urge you to maintain the funding levels agreed to
during the Appropriations Conference Committee negotiations on the FY2008 HUD budget
which you worked so hard to achieve.

Over the years, public housing has suffered devastating cuts to its programs, placing at risk
one of the few affordable housing alternatives for extremely low-income families, seniors,
disabled persons and children. For instance, the public housing operating fund in FY2008 is
already slated for an 84 percent funding proration and any further reduction will seriously
cripple the ability of housing authorities to provide needed housing to an already vulnerable
population.

Specifically, it is critical that the final appropriations bill maintains:

$4.2 billion for the Public Housing Operating Fund,

$2.439 billion for the Public Housing Capital Fund;

$120 million for HOPE VI and reauthorization of the program for an additional year;
$14.694 billion for the renewal of Section 8 tenant-based contracts;

$1.351 billion for Housing Choice Voucher administrative fees; and

Language to improve the Section 8 formula by using leasing and cost data from the
most recent fiscal year using the 2008 annual adjustment factor (with certain
exceptions).




We also urge you to preserve the legislative language prohibiting HUD from imposing any
guideline or requirement relating to asset management that restricts or limits the use of
capital funds for central office costs, up to the limits established in QWHRA, and allow
public housing authorities which own or operate 400 or fewer units to opt out of asset

management requirements.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to continuing to work with you as the

FY2008 appropriations process advances.

Sincerely, %
, -

Sunia Zaterman, Saul Ramirez

Executive Director Executive Director

Council of Large Public National Association of Housing

Housing Authorities and Redevelopment Officials

Timothy G. Kaiser
Executive Director

Public Housing Authorities
Directors Association
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help defuse the threat the housing/lending correction poses
to economic growth.

“I welcome today’s action by the Federal Reserve Board
to cut interest rates, which will help provide needed liquid-
ity to financial markets,” says House Financial Services
Chairman Barney Frank (D-MA). “This is an acknowl-
edgement that our economy is deeply troubled and the pre-
ponderance of risks are on the downside.”

FAIR LENDING

Dodd Submits Mortgage Reform Bill

Senate Banking Chairman Christopher Dodd’s (D-CT)
proposal to reform the mortgage industry faces an outcry
from bankers saying it will squeeze the credit markets.

The proposal, S 2452, would amend the Truth in Lending
Act by allowing mortgage borrowers more protection from
high-cost and predatory loans and it would give victims of
mortgage fraud the right to sue lenders, brokers and
investors for losses they incur on failed loans.

Immediate opposition from the American Bankers Assn.
mirrors the dismay by the banking industry over
congressional plans to change the rules on bankruptcy
reform ( see related story p2).

ABA says the proposal not only would restrict credit in
an already tight housing market, it would trigger lawsuits
and could cripple the subprime market.

The proposal would require lenders to make borrowers
aware of alternative mortgage products even if prospective
homeowners don’t ask for them and the bank doesn’t offer
them.

While both the Senate and House measures require lend-
ers to make only loans which can benefit borrowers and
that they can repay, the Dodd bill would require brokers to
act in the interest of borrowers.

Lawmakers aren’t expected to take up the proposal until
next year, following the early primaries after which Dodd is
expected to return to his Senate duties fulltime.

FBI Joins Mortgage Fraud Probe

FBI officials initiate a mortgage fraud task force in its
Washington field office to supplement a widening investi-
gation into fraud by state and local authorities.

The FBI brought together HUD, IRS, the Small Business
Admin. and local law enforcement officials, to map the task
force’s role and devise strategies.

So far, the FBI has initiated 1,210 mortgage-related in-
vestigations this year, a move FBI officials say is a consid-
erable increase attributed to a rise in suspicious loans.

PUBLIC HOUSING
Public Housing Demolition Stymied

Louisiana: Bulldozers descended on the massive C.W.
Cooper public housing complex in New Orleans this week,
but the effort was halted when workers faced a protest from
activists.

HUD has intended demolition of four public housing
complexes in the city containing 4,600 units to begin last
August, but legal challenges and continued protests by ac-
tivists claiming to represent former public housing tenants
have stymied the $762 million effort.

Protesters, encouraged largely by efforts of House hous-
ing subcommittee Chairman Maxine Waters (D-CA) and
Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-LA), demand one-for-one replace-
ment of the 4,600 units (see related story p6).

HUD intends to replace the units with 744 similarly sub-
sidized units and 1,000 market rate and low-income hous-
ing tax credit umits.

The Coalition to Stop the Demolition managed to stymie
HUD on one complex. Activists persuaded the city’s Hous-
ing Conservation District Review Committee to block
demolition of the Lafitte complex citing its historic value.
The issue will have to be decided by the city council.

¥ Rally Fails To Budge HUD

A two-hour protest in front of HUD headquarters in
Washington failed to shift a HUD plan to demolish 4,600
public housing units in New Orleans.

The rally under the mushroom umbrellas in HUD’s
courtyard was organized by the Hip-Hop Caucus, Empower
DC and New Orleans public housing tenants.

It failed to draw HUD Secy. Alphonso Jackson’s atten-
tion. The secretary had other pressing business, HAL is told
by the department’s publicists.

Sincerely, The Angry and Powerless,” the flyers read.

?& Tenant Work Rule Enforced

Tllinois: Public housing tenants in Chicago able to work
will be evicted if they fail to seek employment or attend
school under a set of rules the Chicago Housing Authority
(CHA) commission will consider Dec. 18.

The requirement was established in the Quality Housing
& Work Responsibility Act (QHWRA) in 1998 but en-
forcement wasn’t pressed by HUD until 2004.

Since then, tenants in some of CHA’s new mixed-income
developments have been required to adhere to the rule.

Now, all able CHA adult tenants will have to work 15
hours a week or attend school for the next two years. The
20-hour a week requirement begins in 2010. Tenants failing

Unauthorized Reproduction Prohibited. Copyright © 2007+ 8204 Fenton St Silver Spring, MD 20910 - www.cdpublications.com
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to meet the requirement could be evicted beginning next
July.

Primary family caretakers would be exempt for the first
year of a child’s life. After that, a parent would have to
place a child in day care while looking for a job or attend-
ing classes.

CHA officials estimate the rule will affect as many as
5,000 tenants.

New Caretaker In Sarasota

Florida: The public housing director in HUD’s Fort
Worth, TX, regional office will take over the helm of the
troubled Sarasota Housing Authority (SHA).

Justin Ormsby becomes the SHA’s new board chairman,
succeeding HUD veteran Carmen Valenti, who is among
several senior career executives expected to retire in com-
ing months.

Valenti took the SHA helm in 2005 when HUD seized
control of the financially insolvent agency and has estab-
lished a program to create 880 units of low-income, afford-
able and market-rate housing.

SHA began a transition back to local control in October.

first year on affordable housing. The amount would in-
crease to $254 million in the last year of the 15-year plan.

Officials estimate the city would target more than $2.7
billion to affordable housing over the life of the proposal.

The measure, which would amend the city charter, would
establish an $88 million baseline, the amount the city spent
in its 2006 budget on affordable housing.

Additionally, it would set aside 2.5% of assessed prop-
erty taxes, estimated at $33 million in the first year.

The money would expand the city’s present 24,241 af-
fordable units by up to 12,000 units in 15 years, officials
estimate. ’

There’s one hitch. Mayor Gavin Newsom (D) opposes
the effort, contending the city’s budget should not be
locked up for specific purposes, thus taking away the
mayor’s spending discretion.

Budget planners estimate the city will have a $279 mil-
lion deficit next year, and Newsom says his flexibility to
balance the budget should not be hindered.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
New Affordable Housing Rules

New Jersey: State officials have prepared a new set of
regulations which would require developers to reserve one
of every five new houses or apartments for low- to middle-
income families.

The new rules would replace a set of regulations rejected
by a state appeals court last January as discriminatory
against low-income families. The court rejected a rule al-
lowing suburban municipalities to sidestep their affordable
housing requirements by paying other cities, generally large
urban areas, to meet their mandate.

The court-rejected rule called for a ratio of one in every
eight housing units to be set aside for affordable housing.

Now, all municipalities would be required to set aside
20% of all units as affordable.

The state Council on Affordable Housing is expected to
endorse the new rules Dec. 17.

% Voters To Decide Affordable Housing

California: San Francisco voters likely will decide if the
city should set aside a considerable portion of its annual
budget to provide affordable housing.

JIf the city council approves, a ballot measure next No-
vember would require the city to spend $122 million in the

Dear Readers:

As the year end approaches, we'd value your feedback.
Please complete the short survey below and return it to
publisher, Mike Gerecht, at
mgerecht@cdpublications.com, or fax it to 301-588-
6385.

Or call him directly, at 301-588-6380, ext. 130.

Please specify which news service you are subscribed
to:

Print

Online_____

1. How would you evaluate Housing Affairs Letter?
Excellent Good

Fair Poor

2. What aspects of the publication do you like most?

3. What aspects would you like to see improved?

4. In which areas would you like to see more coverage?
5. Do you have any other comments or suggestions re-
garding any aspect of our news services or our opera-

tions?

All responses are read by the publisher. If you would like
us to contact you about any specific issue, please in-
clude your name and phone number with your response.

Again, thank you.

Unauthorized Reproduction Prohibited. Copyright 2007 « 8204 Fenton St., Silver Spring, MD 20910 « 301/588-6380 « www.cdpublications.com .
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ASSISTED HOUSING

Senators Face Off On Housing

Louisiana: Sens. Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and David Vitter
(R-LA) remain in a pitched battle over a Landrieu-
sponsored bill calling for one-for-one replacement of public
housing in New Orleans.

Landrieu contends public housing needs were unmet be-
fore Hurricane Katrina devastated public housing com-
plexes in the city—with about 6,000 people on a waiting
list for the 7,000 units.

Vitter counters that the need has subsided because only
two-thirds of the city’s population has returned after the
storm. He accuses Landrieu of wanting to re-create public
housing exactly as it was before the storm.

Landrieu scoffs at the charge, claiming her proposal
would give developers considerable leeway to build mixed-
income housing along with Sec. 8 subsidized units.

Present HUD plans call for 2,141 public housing and
mixed-income units to replace 4,600 public housing units
facing demolition (see related story p4).

HUD contends its $762 million plan would provide a to-
tal of 5,108 units, including public housing that survived
the storm, an increase in the number of occupied public
housing units before the storm.

Sources say part of Vitter’s opposition centers on $30
million Landrieu wants for the New Orleans Redevelop-
ment Authority and the $10 million in redevelopment
grants she wants for neighborhood groups to use at their
own discretion.

The Landrieu measure would bar the state’s Road Home
program (see related story below) from reducing housing
restoration grants to hurricane victims who received other
disaster assistance.

eligible. Those eligible must have filed applications on or
before the July 31, 2007 deadline.

HUD is anticipating a quick approval of Louisiana's ap-
plication to use the money.

Road Home officials indicate they have received 186,159
applications through Dec. 3, with an estimated $9.3 billion
in benefits sought. The estimated average benefit calcula-
tion is $62,916. To date, $4.78 billion in awards have been
made, with the average benefit paid out standing at
$64,808.

Road Home statistics from Nov. 29 show that most appli-
cants intend to use their money to keep their homes.
Slightly more than 10% said they would sell their land, but
only 2% of all applicants said they were selling and leaving
the state.

Info: www.cdpublications.com/docs/4768

/IK SENIORS HOUSING

HA Buys Trailer Park For Seniors

Washington State: The King County Housing Authority
purchases the Wonderland Estates mobile home park for
$8.4 million in an effort to preserve affordable housing for
the elderly.

The purchase ends a two-year effort by residents to save
the park. They were told by the property owners in 2006 to
vacate their homes by August 2008.

Since then, residents have tried to purchase the property
and run the 109-space park in the Seattle suburbs as a co-
operative. The attempt failed, leading to talks with city of
Renton and county officials to preserve it from develop-
ment into single-family homes and condos.

State To Get More Housing Aid

Louisiana: The state’s Road Home program providing
housing restoration assistance to homeowners who lost
their homes during Hurricane Katrina two years will get a
new infusion of $3 billion in federal aid despite continuing
problems with the program.

The new money supplements the $10.4 billion in Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) disaster aid al-
ready funneled into the program, bringing the combined
amount send to Road Home to $13.4 billion. Homeowners
feared the program lacked enough money to cover all of the
eligible claims, and HUD is trying to allay those concerns.

Road Home is facing a likely shortfall without the extra
money, and must use another $1 billion from other federal
aid to help make the Road Home fully solvent for all

LOW-INCOME HOUSING

Housing Bonds On The Market

Michigan: More than $385 million in housing bonds will
be issued by the Michigan State Development Authority be-
fore Dec. 31 to raise money for mortgage loans to low- and
moderate-income applicants to finance single-family
homes.

Homeowners with incomes of $60,500 to $74,750 could
qualify for the loans, depending on the location of the prop-
erty, to purchase a home costing from $195,000 to
$224,250.

Eligible homebuyers with incomes of 80% of the county
median or less, adjusted for family size, could qualify for
up to $7,500 in downpayment assistance.

Unauthorized Reproduction Prohibited. Copyright © 2007+ 8204 Fenton St., Silver Spring, MD 20910 » www.cdpublications.com
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Tax Credit Training Workshops

Three low-income housing tax credit workshops con-
ducted by tax credits author and trainer Joe Guggenheim
will be held in Florida in January, including one aboard a
cruise ship in the Caribbean.

The initial workshop will be conducted Jan. 14-15 at the
Regal Sun Resort in Orlando. The second class will be con-
ducted in Miami at the Hotel Marseilles and the class on the
Star Grand Princess will be held during a seven-day cruise
from Fort Lauderdale to Jamaica, Grand Cayman, Mexico
and Princess Cays Jan. 19-26.

Info: e-mail at info@housingtaxcredits.net or call
301/320-5771.

FHA
FHA Reform Back On Track

After laying dormant for a month, a proposal to overhaul
the Federal Housing Admin. (FHA) is back on track after a
lone senator drops his objection to the measure.

In a Senate floor exchange with Sen. Charles Schumer
(D-NY) earlier this week, Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) said he
would drop his attempt to filibuster the legislation and al-
low the Senate version of reform to face a floor vote.
Coburn has been under pressure from the White House and
Republican colleagues to drop his objections to reverse
mortgage provisions in an attempt to get the effort back on
track (HAL, 11/2p1).

Now, onus is entirely on Senate Banking Chairman
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) to advance S 2338, the measure
he introduced Nov. 13 as a companion to HR 1852.

While Dodd was on the presidential campaign trail Sen.
Jack Reed (D-RI) steered the proposal through the commit-
tee on a 20-1 vote but Dodd shelved it in the face of White
House and HUD opposition.

Sources tell HAL the Bush administration wants to get the
measures—the House moved its proposed Expanding
American Homeownership Act in early September by a
veto fail-safe vote of 348-72—tcf conference committee
where it senses a better opportunity to exclude elements of
the proposal it doesn’t want.

The impetus to get reform back on track follows the ad-
ministration’s push to aid beleaguered homeowners facing
foreclosure. FHA would be a primary source of mortgage
insurance to ensure success of the modified bailout.

Any effort to move the reform plan will have to wait until
Congress returns from its Christmas recess in January. Even
then, Dodd will be absorbed with his presidential crusade
until at least after the New Hampshire primary on Jan. 8.

COURTS

‘Adverse Possession’ Flap Erupts

Colorado: An arcane state law allows a person to take
someone else’s property if they develop an emotional at-
tachment to it and the owner fails to develop the property.

The law caused a Boulder couple to lose a third of their
property to another couple who used the undeveloped
4,750-square foot parcel as a footpath to their residence
bordering the land.

The owners live about 200 yards from the plot and main-
tained it, paid homeowner association dues and property
taxes. They reportedly waited until their children grew be-
fore planning to develop it.

When the owner tried to fence it, the family adjacent to
the plot claimed “adverse possession,” saying they have
used the property continually for the last 25 years and de-
serve it.

While the judge and his wife wanted the entire parcel, a
boulder court awarded the couple 34% of the property
without any compensation to the owner, who claims the
land intact is worth up to $1 million.

It didn’t hurt that the man seizing the property is a former
Boulder district judge and the city’s past mayor or that his
wife is a prominent attorney.

The judge admits to regularly trespassing on the property
and using it for political fundraisers and parties, but offered
no proof other than his word. His word was enough for the
judge determining the property taking.

Under state law, a person claiming adverse possession
must prove exclusive use of the property hostile to the
owner’s interest for at least 18 years.

The case is unique, Institute for Justice officials tell HAL.
The Libertarian public interest law firm handles eminent
domain abuse cases, including the landmark Kelo v. City of
New London U.S. Supreme Court case in 2005, but says,
while aware of the Boulder situation, it won’t enter the fray
because it doesn’t involve government property taking.

So far, the Boulder couple owning the land has spent
about $100,000 fighting the law, including paying their
lawyer to stop the neighbor judge from seizing another nine
inches of property along the footpath because his garden
and woodpile border it. That demand was denied.

A Valuable New Resource ... And It’s Free!

CD Publications is pleased to provide our customers with free ac-
cess to our exclusive archives. We encourage you to drop by and
see for yourself ... Our archives allow you to access and do wnload
hundreds of useful documents easily—white papers, reports, stud-
ies, grant notices and more. Visit today at

www.cdpublications.com/docs
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INDICATORS

Mortgage Rates Rise This Week

The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage averaged 6.11%, up
from last week when it averaged 5.96%.

The five-year adjustable-rate mortgage averaged
5.89%, up from last week when it averaged 5.75%. The
one-year ARM averaged 5.50%, up from last week when
it averaged 5.46%.

“November’s employment report showed stronger job
growth, no change in the unemployment rate and a jump
in wages, suggesting to some market participants that the
probability of an upcoming recession might be lower
than originally thought,” says Frank Nothaft, Freddie
Mac vice president and chief economist. “This led to a
rise in interest rates for U.S. Treasury securities this
week and mortgage rates followed.”

PRIMARY MORTGAGE MARKET
Commitment Rates Commit- Commit- Commit- Com-  Com-

Fixed Rate Fixed Fixed Fixed Fixed  Fixed
Fees & Points Fees&  Fees & Fees &  Fees Fees
15-yr. FRMs 15-yr, 15-yr. 15-yr. 15- 15-
Fees & Points Fees & Fees & Fees &  Fees Fees
1-yr. ARMS 1-yr. 1-yr. 1-yr. 1-yr. 1-yr.
Fees & Points Fees&  Fees& Fees &  Fees Fees
SECONDARY SECON SECOND SECON SECON SECON
FNMA FNMA  FNMA FNMA FNM  FNM
30-yr. FRM* 30-yr. 30-yr. 30-yr. 30- 30-
FHLMC FHLMC
30-yr. * 30-yr. 30-yr. * 30-yr. 30- 30-

HOUSING AFFAIRS RATE WATCH

*Required Net Yields, 60-Day Delivery
Info: FHLMC, 703/903-2446; MBA, 202/557-2737

STATE & LOCAL

- Housing Fraud Indictments

Florida: Three former Tampa Housing Authority (THA)
employees are among 13 people indicted in Tampa for their
role in the embezzlement of $125,862 from the agency.

The trio is accused of recruiting 10 family members and
friends to be landlords so they could receive, deposit and
share rental subsidy checks under HUD’s project-based
Sec. 8 rental voucher program.

Prosecutors say the 10 bogus landlords received checks

'ié Race Baiting Enters Public Housing Fray

Louisiana: New Orleans residences are blanketed with
flyers threatening to destroy homes owned by whites if
public housing units are demolished.

The FBI is investigating the origin of the flyers as a pos-
sible case of domestic terrorism. The message warns a
condo will be destroyed for every public housing unit de-
stroyed.

“If there will be no homes for us, no relief from high
rents, there will be no homes for the rich, either!

ranging from $1,458 to $10,732 over an eight-month period’ﬁDisability Payouts Ordered

in 2005.
The 13 faced charges of conspiracy to steal government
money and public corruption.

Bank Initiates Mortgage Recovery Plan

Kansas: Nat’] Bank of Kansas officials launch a mortgage
recovery program to help borrowers hurt by subprime mort-
gages.

Officials say the bank will review present loans, includ-
ing prepayment penalties, adjustment dates and rate vari-
ables, and educate borrowers on available options.

The bank makes the offer following the Bush administra-
tion’s launch of the Homeowner HOME program Dec. 6,
allowing for a rate freeze in some cases.

Officials say some homeowners will qualify for refinanc-
ing while others have the rate freeze as an option. They say
the freeze likely will help only a fraction of borrowers.
Thus the bank will focus its efforts on refinancing.

Michigan: A U.S. magistrate judge in Detroit orders the
Justice Dept. to distribute $700,000 to 37 disabled people
who lived in apartments with accessibility problems.

The payments are a partial settlement of two lawsuits Jus-
tice filed against Michigan-based Edward Rose & Sons al-
leging 49 of the firm’s apartment complexes in seven states
failed to comply with the Fair Housing Act.

Edward Rose agreed to a $950,000 settlement in 2005.
The remaining $250,000 will be spent to increase housing
opportunities for the disabled.
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Its only your imagination,

Antelope Valley Press, Saturday, December 15, 2007 /

" Hard times for
Section 8 recipients

Rg Floyd M. Hayes’ and Carl
undstrom’s Jetters: I was able
to relate and found Car)’s descrip-
tion of first-day antics from his
Section 8 neighbors to be totally ac-
curate and downright huimorous.

Carl hit the nail on the head, I've
seen it time and time again. The al-
leged “poor and down-on-their-luck
farily that fell on hard times and
just can't seem t0 caich a break”
moves in, and immediately the in-.
evitable tide of lowlifes, gangsters,
shady charactérs, expensive SUVs,
‘pit bulls and other assorted drama
begins on a 24-7 schedule.

though.. Just ask Carlos Jackson,
head-of the L-A. County Housing
Authority, That Section 8 house on
‘your block is in no way connected
to the sudden rise in crime on your
stroet, Or the fact that the sheriffs
helicopter is constantly overhead,
along with those fights, parties, .
Joud subwoofers, gunshets and
barking dogs that keep you awake
allnight.

Mr. Jackson claims these are
unwairanted . statements on my
part and that the majority of these
“poor" Section. 8 recipients are
hardvorking, noncriminal .folks
.who are just down on their luck.

3o Tet’s-all bite our tongues and:
remember that whenever we see
the brand-new Escalade with the
22-inch rims whip into-the drive-
way at the yardless house with
the 30 ganghangers hangmg out i in

front. Times are hard, .
‘Erie Patton
Lanecaster
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HDR CURRENT DEYELOPMENTS

“" e legal staff recommended that HUD obligate 12

months of funding to cover all the one;year. contracts it -
had signed during fiscal 2007 ard record this financial -

obligation in its funding system. The opinion also recom-

méndéd a Fevision of fitiive contracts to reflect the fact '

that less than 12 months of funding

‘was, available. .
Sy, e LY IR e

, ding becomes available, HUD
would notify owners how much is being provided and,
whén, dombined ‘with funding previously made available,
approximately how many months of the dnnual incre-
ment are covered, the legal opinion says. = * o
The subcornmittee asked :Cox what would happen to ten-
ants if HUD"cuts off funds for a project:based Section 8
contract due-to the unavailability-of funds. The:panel
also asked if HUD or owners would be required:to"give
tenants a one-year notice before their rent would increase
and if the tenants would receive Section 8 vouchers.

~Cox:said: there curfently-is. nio: legislation in. place to
protect the interests of tenants under these:circumstances.
While the absence of legislation wouldn’t precinde the
approval ‘of tenant protection-vouchers for affected ten-
ants, he added,: HUD's current practiceis to make such
assistance available on the occurrence of certain events
for which the department has requested funding.

Cox said legislation would be needed {5 énsure tériants
réceive ‘enhanced vouchers when- Section 8 project-based
funds become unavailable, © - ¢ Bl o oh
"“Cox ‘dlso said thére curréndy is no requirement for a
brie-yéar notice to tenanits that project-based assistance is
being cut off due to the inavailability of funds. He ndted
that ‘insufficient appropriations are specifically addressed
in the Multifamily Assisted Housing “Réform and
Affordability Act (MAHRAA) as-anevent that would sus-
pend’HUD’s duty:to perform until‘sufficient appfoptia-
tionis are made available. © T

 When additional fund

HUD Accepts Working Group .~ " -
Recommendations Tor Streamlining
To Ease Asset Management Burden

', HUD accepted many working. group, recommendations

made as part of its administrative reform initiative, in-
cluding streamlined managemsent and occupancy reviews,
a physical inspection based on the HUD multifamily pro-
cess, and the submission of project narratives for capital

fund reporting in plice of detailed budgess. -

..In an interim report on the recommendations from 13
waorking groups, HUD;explained that the initiative’s, pur-
pose is to ease the transition of PHAs to, the, new asset
management system, with its requirements for project-
based budgeting, accountirig,and sranagement. HUDalso
has established a progess of expedited regulatory waiyers
t0 help ease asset management’s administrative burden.
- HUD.said that-it willzeplace the public housing as-
sessment system (PHAS) with.a new public housing man-
agement assessment program (PHMAP) which will: seore
only public housing activities, eliminate current entity-

wide scoring, Timit on-site review work to one day, send
results to-PHAs within 45 days, and be consistent with
multifamily housing management assessments. The PHA
central office cost center (COCC) will not be part of the
HUD also said it expects to consolidate several reviews.
For example, there would not be a separate procurement
review, 3, Tenf

; imegrity menjtoting (RIM) review; and
irmatory review. Instead, tenant and procure-
ment files Would e, examined as part ofithe on:site man-
agement reviews. The performance on these reviews

wotld determine the frequency of fiiture reviews. The op-
réviews would also assess resident self:sufficiency and

site reviews would & ; :
resident involvement in project administration.

Gt Roview Form.

HUD expects to soon post for public comn
posed public housing mariagement review form
ing with another recommendation. HUDsa
attempt to make a clear distinction between perforinanc
and compliance in devéloping the néw form. HUD is study-
irig the multifamil nagement review form (Form 9834)
for possible adaptation. |~ .. T L'
HUD also said it will consider:a recommendation to
adopt the multifamily physical inspection model with
respect to allowing a reirispection. of properties that re-
ceived a score between 31 and 60 and allowing high:
perforining projects to be.inspected every three years,
rather than the current two years . public housing.
HUD ,anticipates. that a.streamlined annual plan tem-
plate will be published in early 2008 and put into use for
fiscal years starting in July 2008 and later. HUD said the
revised template should significantly sieduce the adinini-

trgﬁyqbuzq%;g,ggepaﬁng the plan. .. . .. ., -

o

mment_a pro-
keep-

HUD:accepted: the-entire package of recommended..ré-
forms for the capital fund plan, and some recommenda-
tions will require changes to existing regulations and HUD

data.and_ information systems.:Implementation, of the

capital fund recommendations will take place in. stages
beginning in 2009. e

.- The capital fund portion of the PHA plan would have a
narrative description. of thé needs for each project, and

of detailed budgets-and forms would be

the submission: of 15 V
eliminated. Prior.HUD review,and approval of the PHA
capital fund;budget would, be eliminated, but the budget
forms _be availabl id d the public.

i

. The number of line items in the budget forms and tf
Line of Credit Control System (LOCCS) would.be reduced.
dures would fppqw _generally accepted

s (GAAP) ‘to simplify bookkeeping.

erstop
1, and .development programs. In

ss financing proposals

shop system to.
tal fund, operating fun ps. In
addition, HUDsaid. it supports greater, flexibility in the
use of project-based Section 8 in mixed-finance, projects
‘and may conduct rulemaking on this subject.

A 35 B

A working group.ecommended Hexibility for the se-
lection procedures, site and neighborhood standards, and
the subsidy layering process for project-based vouchers.

December 17, 2007



Housing Affairs Letter Stories posted week of 1/5/08 - 1/11/08

Assisted Housing

Federal Court Gives Tenants Rights

New York: Eastern District Federal Judge Frederic Block decides tenants in HUD-owned apartment
buildings have rights to be heard under eviction proceedings.

Now, a HUD rule (24CFR247.10), which regulates the department's renovation program, says it doesn't
have to give tenants a reason for eviction from buildings it foreclosed because owners failed to make

mortgage payments.

Block, in Linares v. Jackson (06-CV-876), requires HUD to provide tenants a clear statement that an
apartment is in such disrepair it needs substantial renovation. The ruling give tenants an opportunity to
challenge HUD's determination in an administrative proceeding before eviction actions begin in state court.

The lawsuit represents four tenants in Manhattan and Brooklyn facing eviction afier HUD seized the
apartments from delinquent owners.

While Block's ruling applies only within the federal court's Eastern District of New York, it will have
national implications on how HUD handles tenant evictions.

In New York City alone, HUD owns 514 buildings with 2,200 units in need of an estimated $167 million in
renovations. Block's ruling is a setback for the department, which must regroup and delay its efforts to sell
the properties to private developers.

HUD contends that it alone determines the status of disrepair and state courts have no status to challenge
the rule. The department says the rule is necessary to streamline the process for the upgrade and sale of its
foreclosure stock to prospective buyers who would receive government subsidies to finance repairs.

Block leaned on a 1985 federal court decision that due process prohibits the taking of property without
informing occupants why and giving them a meaningful opportunity to be heard.

01/11/2008 12:45 PM

Budget

Bare-Bones Budget Looms

With President Bush heading into his last year in office, expect the administration's budget proposal for FY
2009 to be the leanest of his presidency on the domestic front.

The new budget heads to Congress Feb. 4, following Bush's State of the Union address Jan. 28.




Serious partisan divisions continue to plague both houses of Congress. Consequently, Bush may very well
get his way, considering lawmakers will be focused on reelection efforts and have little desire to rock the
boat by battling publicly over programs close to a majority of constituents.

Public housing will continue to be an administration target, with its signature effort the demolition of all
remaining projects in New Orleans and its continued campaign to marginalize traditional public housing.

While renewal of HOPE VI remains a high priority on the congressional agenda—the program's successes
outweighing its failures—Bush is unlikely to accept anything other than a spartan renewal this year after
five years of trying to eliminate it.

Meanwhile, public housing authorities (PHAs) struggle under an operating funding crunch, with HUD fully
aware the more than 3,000 PHAs have only about 85.4% of the money they need for basic operations.

Little is expected to change next year and congressional Democrats are bracing for a status quo considering
the drubbing Congress received at the hands of the administration in 2007 in what was supposed to be a
legislative banner year for them.

Capital funding likely will remain stagnant even though PHAs scramble to keep remaining assets in shape
despite a more than $20 billion backlog of needed repairs and renovations.

Lobbies are gearing up to persuade Congress to sct a higher domestic discretionary spending limit in the
FY 2009 budget resolution due April 15. If successful, committees would have more money to distribute
among subcommittees, including housing.

01/11/2008 12:52 PM

Community Development

CDBG Money Committed To Housing

linois: Elgin officials say they are ready to commit 60% of the city's Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) allocation for FY 2008-2009 to rehabilitation of residential housing, a repeat of last year's
effort.

Elgin's Residential Rehabilitation Program (RRP) has become so popular that officials in their recent
Citizen Participant Plan & Project Proposal applications, said they would use almost $530,000 out of the
nearly $863,000 it expects to receive as a CDBG entitlement city.

The city council is expected to hear comments from the public on the proposal during a Feb. 13 meeting
when council members will select their list of projects for funding. A final public hearing on the council’s
project choices is scheduled for April 9.

RRP provides money allowing local residents to maintain and improve the exterior of their homes, but also
covers lead paint hazard reduction, and emergency repairs of water, sanitary and electrical systems up to
$3,000. Eligible applications must have no more than four dwelling units in a structure and must meet
HUD's low- and moderate-income requirements.

01/11/2008 12:07 PM



Money Approved But Not Available

Although President Bush signed HUD's FY 2008 appropriations into law Dec. 26, HUD has been unable to
get money for public housing authority (PHA) operations into the pipeline on time.

Public housing advocates say complaints from PHAs are pouring in about the inability to draw down their
operating fund subsidies for HUD's Line of Credit Control System for January.

HUD has assured "prompt action,” says the Nat'l Assn, of Housing & Rehabilitation Officials. NAHRO
Executive Director Saul Ramirez tells HAL that HUD has been able to accommodate some PHAS as of Jan.
11.

HUD hints conversion to asset management is part of the problem. In a letter to PHAs. HUD says it made
obligations of operating subsidy money for the first two months of 2008 (January and February now that
PHAs operate on a calendar year). But HUD blames "technical problems for the snafir.

01/11/2008 11:33 AM

Public Housing

HUD Battles PHA Board

Texas: HUD wants all El Paso Housing Authority board members (EPHA) to resign. The embattled
housing agency has been at odds with HUD over questions about the award of grants and the mayor's
authority over the board.

Mayor John Cook contends he has authority to appoint EPHA board members but has no subsequent
authority to manage the board's activities, thus distancing himself from EPHA's problems.

HUD says Cook does have the authority and responsibility to make changes on the board if he determines
its actions aren't in the best interests of the agency.

HUD's latest action is seen as a prelude to an EPHA takeover unless Cook and EPHA come to terms over
authority.

01/11/2008 12:43 PM



! Signs, Flags Allowed In Public Housing
Washington State: Seattle Housing Authority's (SHA) restrictions on signs, flags and other exterior door
displays constitutes an illegal government ban on free speech, says the state Supreme Court in a 5-4 ruling.

The court left SHA a loophole, though. The agency can reinstate the ban by changing its leases to spell out
that it controls the exteriors of apartment doors.

Justices dismissed SHA's argument that landlords control the exterior surface of a door, opting for the
argument that a door represents the outer boundary of the tenants' homes, adding it doesn't matter that SHA
tenants lease.

01/11/2008 11:52 AM
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Accountable to no one — yet

“Deference is a choice,” said Rafe Sonen-

Unchallenged power and
neglect of key issues make
county supervisors Exhibit A
in the case for term limits.

By Jiy NEWTON

HE RaCE to succeed
yYvonne Burke on the
county Board of Supervi-
sors already promises to
be one of the more signifi-
cant Southern California
political contests of 2008.
That is partly a function of scarcily — it's
extraordinarily rare for seats on the board
10 come up for grabs — but it’s also one of
power and the changing rules oflocal poli-
ties.

Over the years, the supervisors have
developed their own signature brand of
politice! influence, fashioning rules and
traditions that have served them well
They are, in one sense, chscure figuves.
Don Knabe, for instance, who represents
the county’s 4th (and southernmost) Dis-
triet, could walk into most restaurants in
"Los Angeles and not risk being noticed.
Sometimes the supervisors resent their
low profile — they even went so far as to
create the office of *Mayor of Los Angeles
County,” a position that rotates among
the five supervisors and manages (o be
meaningless, pretentious and slightly pa-
thetic all at the same time.

But while anonymity can be disap-
pointing, it alsc heips the supervisors
avoid accountability, and that's just fine
by them.

At the same time, the supervisors have
anointed themselves unchecked over-
seers of their respective districts, an au-
thority they grant each other by their tra-
dition of deferring to one another on dis-
trict matters, which cover such varied and
vital topies as healthcare, welfare and so-
cial services, many targeted toward the
county’s poorest residents. The resuits
are efficiency — Zev Yaroslavsky rarely
has to worry about another supervisor
challenging his view of what's best for
West Los Angeles — but also neglect: the
collapse of medical care at King-Drew
Medical Center (later known asKing-Har-
bor Hospital) was largely the resull of
Burke’s determination to protect an Afri-
can American staff despite its manifest in-
ability and the deepening consequences
for a largely Latino patient population.

The supervisors could change that if
they wanted to. Indeed, in the case of
King-Drew, the rest of the board even-
tually did step up and wrest exclusive con-
trot of the issue from Burke. But for the
most part, the supervisors enjoy their in-
dividual power and appreciate the ben-
efits of vague accountability. If gives them
much authority and litle responsibifity.

shein, a historian and expert on L.A. gov-
ermmment and politics, “It’s not required.”

The hoard’s immunity from most of the
laws of Jocal politics — Including con-
tested elections and some modicum of
public accountability — is largely because
the supervisors ducked the wave of term
1imits that washed over other Los Angeles
offices in the 1990s and early 2000s.

By the time that political fad was over,
Los Angeles’ mayor, city attorney and con-
troller, as well its council members, all had
cight-year limits imposed on them, and
the office shuffle began glmost immedi-
ately. Over at the county, however, super-
visors laid low for as long as possible and
then, when voters finally did approve &
1imit on the supervisors’ terms, the one
that passed delayed the imposition of the
limits and then set them at three four-
year terms, not two.

The result: ‘They're all still there. Su-
pervisor Mike Antonovich, for instance,
holds a seat that is nominally subject to
term limits, but the likelihood is that he'l
end up holding that office for more than 36
years — he was first elected to represent

the 5th District in 1880 and won't be

termed out uniil 2012. .
Term limits are a sore subject for man

political observers. They have weakened
governments across the country, strip-
ping experience out of ity halls and state
legisiatures (including in California).
They are, most profoundly, antidemocrat-
ic — denying voters the right to elect an
incumbent by mere imposition of a rule.
In many ways, California was better gov-
erned before term limits, and some early

champions of such limits, notably former -

Mayor Richard Riordan, have come to the

‘conclusion that they eut too deeply into

local politics aswell. -

And yet the Board of Supervisors may
offer the best argument for them. The su-
pervisors’ relative anonymity and unfet-
tered authority over development in their
distriets give them access to large contri-
butions at the same time thaf would-be
opponents have few issues to hold against
them individually.

The result is nearly as antidemocratic
&s term limits — witness that election af-
ter election goes by without the incum-
bents facing a challenge. ‘The last time a
new member of the Board of Supervisars
was elected was more than 11 years ago.

As Sonenshein notes, the county politi-
eal system is rife with pathologies, but

they largely boil down to this: “The super-

visors have no boss.” They are account-
able neither to each other nor to voters.

Even for critics of term limits, it's hard
not to look forward to 2012, when those
limits start to clear the way for more elec-
tions, such as the contest between Ber-
nard C. Parks and Mark Ridley-Thomas.
Los Angeles will be better for it.

SO
Ine Newron is editor of The Times’
editorial pages. . . .

¢
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choice, for achange

Two starkly different candidates want to replace Supervisor Yvonne Burke.

By Harold Meyerson

1KE POPES, Los Angeles County supervisors have to win an election to land the job, but once in,
they're sitting pretty. The last time there was 2 contested supervisor election, George Bush was
president — the Bush who didn't send US. forces into Baghdad, The five supervisors represent
districts so vast (each with about 2 million people), have campaign Kitties so deep (coming in good
part from companies having business with the county) and remain so consistently indistinet to
voters that incumbents seldom face serious challengers. Unlike popes, they’re not actually expected
to die in office, but they generally take their leave on their own terms.
In March 2008, Yvonne B. Burke, who has represented the 2nd District in the south-central part of the county
since 1982, announced that she will not seek reelection when her term expires this year. Her retirement setsup a
contested election that will be as significant as it is unusual.
Only two people have represented the district since 1052. Burke was preceded in office by the legendary Kenny
Hahn, who held the seat for 40 years. During his timein office, the district — which runs from Culver City to South
1Los Angeles to Carson — went from largely white to largely African American, and Hahn became one ofthe earliest
white elected leaders to promote the cause of civil rights. When he stepped down, the job of 2nd District supervisor
beeame the preeminent position to which ablack Angeleno politician could aspire ifhe or she wanted to representa
majority-black district. The contest to replace Hahn featured two pioneer black elected officials, Burke and (now
U.S. Rep.) Diane Watson, who had both been active in civil rights causes and the progressive wing of the Demoeratic
Party since the 1960s. Discerning the political differences between the two candi- dates was no easy task. Each represented
a brand of Tom Bradley’s muitiracial lib-
eralism that dominated the politics of
black Los Angeles. Burke particularily em-
braced Bradley's alliance with the busi-
ness establishment, while Watson re-
fiected the liberal, socially progressive im-
pulse that had powered his political as-
cendancy.

"This time around, 2nd District voters
will have a clearer choice. The two candi-
dates, City Councilman Bernard C. Parks
and state Sen, Mark Ridley-Thomas,
would bring starkly different resumes and
genuinely different polities to the job.
(The primary is in June. If no candidate
wins a majority, the runoff is in Novem-
ber,) Both candidates are African Amert-
can, but the district they hope to repre-
sent has changed dramatically and is now
largely Latino, though the electorate is
roughly 40% black, with whites and Lati-
nos making up smeller shares.

Parks is still best known for his 1897-

10f4 2002 tenure as chiefof the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department, where he consistently
took a hard line against anyone, or any-
thing, that might encroach on his author-
ity, be it the Police Protective 1eague, his
nominal bosses on the Police Commis-
sion, the department's inspector general
or members of the Christopher Commis-
sion who often wondered what had be-
come of their suggested police reforms in
the walke of the 1992 riots.

Confronted with calls for Parks’ remov- Sg



al from an unusual coalition of police-re-
form advocates and the department’s
rank and file, then-Mayor James K. Hahn
chose not to renew Parks’ contract in
2002, provoking a firestorm of opposition
in black L.A. that contributed to Hahn's
ouster in the 2005 mayoral race. Parks, a
master of the politics of payback, played
his role in Hahn's defeat, running an anti-
Hahn campaign in the 2005 primary, then
endorsing Hahn's chief rival, Antonio
Villaraigosa, in the runoff.

Parks’ resume has some superficial
similarities with that of Bradley, who also
served on the police force until he was
elected to the City Council in 1963. But the
dissimilarities are greater.

Bradley was always & proponent of
greater civilian control over the LAFPD, an

idea that was anathema to Parks, most .

especially when he headed the depart-
ment. Bradley also built a citywide Hberal
following, anchored in South-Central
black and Westside Jewish eommunities,
to which he eventually added the support
of the labor movement.

Parks, by contrast, has one of the most.
conservative voting records on the Gity
Council and has consistently sided with
business interests over labor, arguing that
development in South L.A. is critical to its
economic success. His opposition to re-
quiring developers to meet certain social
goals is not confined to the city's poorest
precincts, however. He opposed extend-
ing the city’s living wage to workers not
employed by government contractors,
such as those at a dozen LAX-area hotels
or at retail projects under development in
his 8th District. (Last week, the living-
wage ordinance was upheld by a panel of
the 2nd District Court of Appeal.) He's
been hostile to rent control, to protecting
tenants facing eviction because of condo
conversions and to requiring developers
to set aside some of their units as afford-
able housing, Over labor’s intense opposi-
tion, he's championed Wal-Mart's efforts
toenter the L.A. market.

Ridley-Thomas’ resume and politics fit
solidly with the liberal-civil rights tradi-
tion. After teaching school for several
years, he became head of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference of

Greater Los Angeles, Martin Luther King
Jr.’s old organization. He developed cross-
town and cross-racial ties with L.As lib-

residents that became the modet for the
city’s neighborhood councils. He served
four years in the state Assembily before be-
ing elected a state senator. Although Rid-
ley-Thomss has seldom been the point
person for labor, tenant or environmental
activists (as, say, state Sen. Sheila Kuehl
has been the legisiative leader for the
state’s healthcare reformers), he’s always
been someone they work with in develop-
ing protections from the excesses of mar-
ket economies.

MARE RIDLEY-THOMAS: Staiesenalor. ex-city councilman.

“The last time there
was a contested
supervisor election,
George Bush was

president — the

Bush who didn’t
send U.S. forces
iniv Baghdad.’

ey Lis US Presscire

eral activists. While on the City Council
from 1991 to 2002, he cosponsored the lv- ’
ing wage ordinance and established the
Empowerment Congress in his distriet, an
annual advisory gathering of Bth District
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BERNARD C. PARKS: Cily councilman, ex-police chief.
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shown with Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.

So there’s a real choice in the comtest
to replace Burke. By inclination and
ideology, Parks favors minimum re-
straint on authority — his own and that
of business. By inclination and ideology,
Ridley-Thomas favors hedging author-
ity with the countervailing power of
popular mobilization and legal restraint.

As a result, Parks’ election to the
Board of Supervisors might shift its bal-
ance of power, replacing an infinitest-
mally iefi-of-center majority of Burke,
Gloria Molina and Zev Yaroslavsky with
a center-right one of Parks, Mike Anfo-
novich and Don Knabe. Much of the
time, county government. deals more
with individual district projects than
with ideological issues — earmarks are
the order of the day, every day. But the
county controis a $22-billion budget,
mostly for health and welfare programs.
On the issues of the safety net for the
county’s poor, of development in unin-
corporated land and of the working con-
ditions for employees on those develop-
ment projects or for the county’s work-
force, Parks would probably steer the
county on a course less generous tolabor
and more favorable to business than is
cwrrently the case.

Ridley-Thomas, by contrast, would
be far more tikely (than Burke as well as
Parks) to require business to heed com-
munity concerns and keep up its end of

Los Axgeles Times

STEPPING DOWN: Parks or Ridley-Thomas will replace Yoonne B. Burke,

the sociai contract.

Like Magic Johnson, Parks has clear-
ly linked both himiself and the prospects
for black Los Angeles with the cause of
investment in South-Central, and with
the overall care and feeding of business
interests. Ridley-Thomas champlons
neighborhood businesses but sees black
political interests aligned more with
those of the labor-Latino ailiance that
has been a potent force in local politics
for the last decade.

Parks is certainly the better known of
the two candidates and will likely collect
more endorsements from LA’s aging
black political establishment. He al-
ready has the fervid support of Rep.
Maxine Waters, who has long resented
Ridley-Thomas’ efforts to build a politi-
cal base independent of hers in South-

“Central. But with the help of the politi-

eaily potent County Federation of Labor,
which has already endorsed him, Ridley-
Thomas is probably an even-money bet
to win the seat. The outcome in the 2nd
District race will not only shift the bal-
ance of power in county government, buf
it could also reveal whether business or
labor has the allegiance of L.A.’s black
community.

] -

HaAroLD MEYERSON is execulive editor
of the American Prospect and an Op-Ed
columnist for the Washington Post.
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' L0§ Arpaies Topes
THEN ALLIES, NOW OPPONENTS: Mark Ridley-Thomas left the Los
Angeles Cily Council in 2002, endorsing Bernard C. Parks lo replace kim.
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Bobbette Glover

From: Bob Nishimura

Sent: Monday, January 07, 2008 9:43 AM
To: Carlos Jackson

Cc: Bobbette Glover

Subject: AV PRESS ARTICLE MONDAY 1/7/08

This article appeared in today's, 01/07/2008 Monday, AV Press. Section 8 is mentioned in the article....

Readers suggest top priorities for AV, state

This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press
Monday, January 7, 2008.

The Antelope Valley Press, in this week's completely unscientific but utterly democratic "Have Your Say"
feature, asked voters:

What do you consider to be the five biggest priorities for the Antelope Valley or the state of California in 2008?

Survey responses included:

*

1. Encourage "right to carry" gun laws" since law enforcement cannot ensure our safety with timely response
anymore due to the increased crime, despite what the media says! :

2. Restructure local ordinances to eliminate Section 8 abuse so only legitimate, needy people can actually benefit
from it for a change.

3. Enhance the education quality of our public schools where kids can focus on scholastics in a nonthreatening
environment by keeping troubled youths in either juvenile halls or some type of youth camps rather than
permitting them back in our schools to cause more fights and destruction of property. We can perhaps have the
parents pay out-of-pocket expenses for their children's disruptive behavior to use these extended services.

4. Make those who are non-conformists to our national, state and local laws feel unwanted and uncomfortable in
our community. There are plenty of hot lines to report crime, fraud and abuse; (800) 78-CRIME is a good start.

5. Have numerous local retail stores and businesses start enforcing tasteful dress codes to discourage taboo
behavior from being there in the first place. I personally am getting tired of people shopping in their slippers,
pajamas, baggy pants and underwear and having to explain to my children when they ask why. I simply tell them
that they have not been trained to respect themselves or others within our society. Not to mention the loose
tongues of many people I have observed who use vulgarities out loud in many of these stores when not only my
children are around, but theirs, too.

Retailers need to ask people who cannot contribute to a nonthreatening/inoffensive atmosphere to vacate the
store or be escorted out. I'll stop there for now.

Robert Yapp



Lancaster

*

Water, housing, crime, traffic, elected officials.

When are we going to get a gated senior community built? We don't need more apartments or condos built in
not-good areas of the Antelope Valley. There are many seniors wanting to buy a smaller house in a gated
community. -

Keith Brooker
Palmdale

*

Illegal Immigration. Water access. Crime. Gangs. Housing slump.

Jim Stanton
Lancaster

*

1. Ilegal immigrants, with 20 million of them using and abusing our water. Plus a federal judge who thinks smelts
are more important than people.

2. Illegal immigrants, with 20 million of them using and abusing our health care system. Hospitals are closing.

3. Tllegal immigrants, with 20 million of them using and abusing our education system. All our schools are
overcrowded.

4. Tllegal immigrants, with 20 million of them using and abusing our laws and bringing crime to all
neighborhoods.

5. Illegal immigrants, with 20 million of them using and abusing our social services and taking jobs from
American citizens.

Mike L. Schneider
Palmdale

*

Our five biggest challenges are water, illegal immigration, Section 8 abuse, the environment and polarized
partisan politics at the local, county, state and federal levels.

Certainly it is fair to say that polarized partisan politics at all levels is the reason we lack the ability to fix any of
these other things.

The political reality of polarized partisan politics demands politicians put their own interests and the interests of
their special interests ahead of the public interest. It's really as simple as that.

The solution is equally as simple. If politicians would give concise guarantees of success and deliver in the time
promised or quit, they would have to both promise you a version of the truth that was closer to the truth and
they would have to show much more political courage than has been the tradition to deliver what the people are
demanding.

Demand that your leaders tell you the real issue with water is will there even be any? Demand your leaders know

it is not acceptable that your loved one could die waiting for life-giving care at Antelope Valley Hospital because
2



it is choked with destitute souls from foreign lands who have no legal right to be here.

Demand that your leaders fix the insult and the threat that Section 8 abuse is to all hardworking people who have
a real stake in this community or deputize volunteer citizen compliance officers and weed out the violators.

Demand that your leaders start banging on the tables, saying we really have a problem here on Earth with our
environment, instead of forming another commission to examine the problem, trying to pretend they have it all
under control.

And demand that they stand in front of you and say it was the old way that was the problem and they understand
fully that only cooperation and results will add up to the continuing right to represent us.

David Paul
Lancaster

*
Five biggest priorities for 2008 for both the Antelope Valley and the state:
1. Traffic congestion.

2. Illegal immigration.

3. Employment in the Antelope Valley; we need higher-paying jobs.

4. Tllegal dumping in the desert.

5. L.A /Palmdale Regional Airport needs more reasonable fees and more connections to Los Angeles
International Airport.

Richard Balztley
Palmdale

*
1. Water.
2. Water.
3. Water.
4. Water.
5. Water.

Water is going to be a huge issue in 2008, especially if we experience another drought. In my recent travels
across the state, I have witnessed firsthand the devastation of the drought to our state's lakes and rivers.

In my opinion, there should be a moratorium on all new home construction until the water issue is resolved.
Naturally, developers always get their way and the rest of us will be forced to ration water while developers
continue to build more unsightly 4,000-square-foot boxes.

Perhaps the real estate downturn is a blessing at this point in time.

James E. Anderson
Lancaster



*

1. Crime.

2. Abundance of Section 8 here (and the crime that comes with it).

3. Tllegals, not immigration. Could someone please start separating those two words?

4. Hire/pay the police officers here more since our nice little Valley has become a war zone.

5. Horrible schools catering to relatives participating in 1, 2 and 3 (that applies to the whole state).
Happy New Year!

Shelly Beachman
Lancaster

*

For me, the biggest priority for the Antelope Valley would be to harness the out-of-control building of homes,
and putting a muzzle on Frank Visco.

Lancaster has to take a serious look at the proposed build-out of commercial development surrounding Quartz
Hill High School. This has to be the most irrational and insane plan that has hit the Antelope Valley since, well,
ever. You do not build these type of facilities directly across from a high school, in an area that is already
suffering from massive automobile congestion from parents who continue to block traffic and ignore "no
parking" signs.

Section 8 housing should be a second priority, and a resolution would be to discontinue this program all
together.

While the Antelope Valley remains a second-class stepchild to the county Board of Supervisors, it is time to
again take a serious look at past proposals to separate the Antelope Valley from Los Angeles County and take
control of our own destiny.

Barry Harvey
Leona Valley

*

It would not be too facetious or sarcastic to say the five biggest priorities for the Antelope Valley are the five
seats on the Lancaster City Council. It appears a complete clearing of the house is in order.

On a more serious note, the five biggest priorities for the Valley and state are: 1. Water supply; 2. Crime
prevention/reduction; 3. Affordable, timely, quality health care for everyone; 4. Quality education for everyone;
5. Maintaining a quality environment.

Richard A. Wood
Lancaster

*

1. California needs to follow Mexico's courage and put their immigration laws into effect here in California. If the
federal government will not enforce our laws, then the states need to stand up and be counted.

2. California needs to find a way to do away with gasoline so we are not dependent on foreign nations.
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3. California needs to find a way to lower gas, food, electricity, propane, health insurance, prescription drugs and
all necessary items to allow people to live at least in a modest means - even dog food isn't cheap.

4. California needs to stand up to the federal government. Big Brother has gone too far in the lives of the people.
If we are not responsible enough not to smoke in a car with a child, or we prefer to smoke even though we know
it's bad, I believe as a person I can do this on my own without Big Brother. We need to push to get rid of the law
that allows children from illegals to become citizens; if they're illegal, so are the kids.

5. There should be a law that stops renters from being able to vote on any bond measure that increases property
owners' taxes; they vote and we pay. If the illegals were not allowed to go to school, the schools would have
enough money and the property owners wouldn't be gouged every election year. Illegals should not be given a
free ride, and whatever laws are imposed, they can't be unconstitutional because they're illegals, they have no
rights, they broke our laws and need to find out that the American citizens are fed up that our government favors
illegals over the American citizen.

Mary A. Taylor
Pearblossom

*
Crime control (gangs and shootings, burglaries, assaults and violence).
Economic growth to help make the Valley a more desirable place to live.
Rent control; getting rid of all Section 8 violators.

Better local government to act on and improve things in the cities to benefit the people of the cities and not
special interests.

Better school administration and teachers who care about making our kids the best they can be to make good
productive citizens we can be proud of.

P. White
Lancaster

*
1. Get rid of Section 8 and all the thugs, trash and crime that come with it.

2. Stop building more houses before we destroy what's left of our once-beautiful desert.

3. Elect a real mayor for the city of Lancaster to replace the wannabe they have now.

4. Send Mr. Visco back to Thousand Oaks where he lives and belongs and keep him out of our local politics.
5. Our state and local leaders need to start getting tougher on crime and illegals before it's too late.

Tony Avila
Quartz Hill

*

Reduce the amount of housing tracts being built.

Reduce the amount of shopping centers and strip malls being built.



Increase patrols to reduce the amount of graffiti everywhere.
Increase patrols to reduce the amount of teenagers running free during school hours.

I have a suggestion for the state: Reform the 911 system. I tried to report a reckless driver using 911 and the
number only rang and no one called back on my cellphone. If this had been an emergency, like me lying in a
ditch, I could have died waiting for help.

D. Green
Palmdale

*

In order:

1. Finding a reasonable plan to pay down the state's debt.

2. Creation of a regional water banking system, or better yet, a statewide network of such systems.

3. Upgrading our public educational facilities, at every level from kindergartens to elite graduate schools.

4. Infrastructure repair and upgrading, which may well involve creating more debt, including roads, rail and
power facilities.

5. Reducing the burden on our overcrowded prisons so that the criminal justice system can work as intended.

Burt Likko
Palmdale

*

Five biggest priorities, in no particular order:

Water, water, water. More storage facilities (dams, water banking, etc.), improved distribution system
(Peripheral Canal), and recycling (using secondary and tertiary treated water) should be high on anyone's list of
2008 priorities, both local and state. Are residents of California, including the Antelope Valley, and one of the
world's largest economies, more important than the 3-inch Delta smelt?

Illegal immigration. Securing the Golden State's and the nation's borders, completing the border fence, enforcing
America's immigration laws, expanding the number of border patrol agents, sanctioning employers who hire
undocumented immigrants and providing tamper-proof ID cards to immigrants to confirm their immigrant status
should be high on anyone's list of priorities. Eliminating health care, food stamps, welfare, and housing and a host
of additional free social and public services for illegal immigrants are also worthy objectives.

Budget. Spend, spend, spend - California is again facing a budget deficit estimated to be in the $14 billion range.
What is needed is a balanced budget based that is based on actual tax revenues received, not estimations,
borrowing, transfers and fiscal gimmickry.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has proven to be no more adept at controlling a free-spending state Legislature
than recalled Gov. Gray Davis. Arnold: That line item veto, you got it - use it. Both are spending and/or
proposing spending far beyond estimated income.

Arnold's changing political positions on key issues has Elephants and Asses, Pachyderms and Donkeys,
Republicans and Democrats wondering politically exactly where he stands. For fiscal conservatives, the
repositioning of his political ideas, views and agenda to the "Dark Side" just left of center warrants cause for
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concern.

Crime. Local and state law enforcement and public safety officials must continue to aggressively confront crime
in all its forms, attack gangs and gang violence with a vengeance, and persist in ruthlessly investigating fraudulent
abuse of Section 8 housing. Inadequate facilities for housing convicted criminals are another big issue, as are
liberal judges who legislate from the bench instead of enforcing the law (remember the public schools are not
public places pronouncement by local Judge Richard Naranjo).

Energy and transportation. Energy independence through development of alternatives to gasoline (ethanol, in my
opinion, is not an efficient, environmentally friendly alternative) and the development of fuel efficient vehicles
(hybrids, electric and hydrogen powered) should be local, state and national priorities, especially in a state with
the average highest price for a gallon of gasoline and a plethora of commuters. All alternatives must be explored
as America attempts to sever its dependence on $100-per-barrel foreign oil, including expanding the availability
of dependable means of affordable mass transit (buses, trains and air service). Repairing the Antelope Valley's
and the state's roads, highways, freeways, bridges and overpasses to world class and seismic standards and
dumping the idea of toll roads merit reference.

Darwin M. Ochs
Lancaster

*
I only have one suggestion for the Antelope Valley. Separate ourselves from Los Angeles County.

P. Green
Palmdale

%

1. Bore test 230 West Ave. L-9, Lancaster, to see how far the criminal acid pit leeching has moved downward
toward the water table and completely clean up the entire Lancaster toxic dump site.

2. Make sure that such criminal dumping is still not going on.

3. Make sure that this never happens again.

4. Test schoolchildren in nearby schools for toxic poison exposure.

5. Fully investigate any possible forms of corruption by local officials and prosecute wrongdoers.

Ace Carter
Pearblossom

*
1. Coming back to our first love, God. Remember why the pilgrims came here.

2. Jobs.

3. Safe environment for our children.

4. Cleaning the riffraff (predators, graffiti vandals, gangs, Section 8 violators, etc.).
5. Chivalry, remember.

Laurie Watson



Lancaster

*

For the state:

1. Enforce immigration laws.

2. English only.

3. Stop spending money we do not have.

4. Start representing the legal citizens of California, or resign.

5. Build public technical or trade high schools. Not every student is college material, and those who aren't have
been neglected for too long.

For the Antelope Valley:

1. Stop building houses, put a moratorium on it. We already have too many empty homes, due to foreclosures
and for other reasons; also we have a water shortage.

2. Stop the Antelope Valley from being the dumping ground for Los Angeles and other cities. We have more
parolees, sex offenders, Section 8 houses, gangbangers and sewer waste being sent to the Valley. Put a stop to it.

3 Jointly, Lancaster and Palmdale should build a drag strip, build it right, and they could hold nationals here; they
just do not seem to grasp the revenue and jobs that would come from such an endeavour. Check with Pomona -
they hold nationals every year. Car racing is a large source of revenue. We certainly have the room for one here.
This would really be new business.

Betty Baldwin
Lancaster

*
The biggest priorities for California are health care, illegal immigration, eliminating "No Child Left Behind,"
regulating fuel prices and cleaner air quality. Some of these issues should also be priorities for the Antelope

Valley, but the highest priority for the Antelope Valley is cleaning up the political rhetoric by local and
Valleywide representatives in city, county and state government.

It never ceases to amaze me how these elected representatives have mastered speaking out of both sides of their
mouths, somewhat like local power brokers who claim they are looking out for the good of the community, when
in fact it is their pocketbooks they are protecting.

Roger Berger
Leona Valley

*

For city officials to take more action against taggers and to clean graffiti. It looks degrading to any community,
especially in the Antelope Valley.

Franc{sco Prieto Jr.
Palmdale

*



This would be for the Antelope Valley:

1. Get the crime, gangs and drugs out!

2. Stop the building of new homes.

3. Attract businesses so jobs would be available so locals would not have to commute.

4. Get Lancaster on par with Palmdale and get some stores and restaurants in Lancaster that Palmdale doesn't
already have, like a Cheesecake Factory.

5. Clean house and get some City Councilmembers and a mayor who will move Lancaster in the right direction.

Greg Dougherty
Rosamond
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' IDEAS AND TRENDS

NLIHC Says “Housing Wage” May Be
Overestimated for Some Households
Because. of Number of Hours Worked

Members of most renter households:in the:U:S: work a;

total of more than 40 hours per. week,-according. to the
National Low Income Heusing Coalition (NLIHC), indi-
cating that its “housing/wage” overestimates the amount
some households must earn to afford a unit at the fair
" The housing wage,, which the NLIHC calculates annu-
ally, is the amount that someone working 40 hours a
week, 52 weeks a year would have to earn to afford the

FMR, asslifhing no more than 30 percent of gross incotne

is spént o housing costs.

‘On a nationwide basis, the housing waée’ m2007was
$16.31, and the NLIHC estimates that it will be a dollar
highef for 2008. o

Critique. of Hessing Wage Comcopt - i
Iii-a"Hiew report, the NETHC acknowledges that the sim-
plifying assumptions of the housing wage c4n reasonably
be critiqued.

On the one hand, it may underestimate the actual wage
required to afford the FMR because the average Ameri-
can worker works only 33.8 hours per week, or 320 fewer
hours per year than the housing wage assumes.

On the other hand, the housing wage may be overesti-
mated for larger households, which may have more than
one wage earner and more than 40 hours of work per
week.

To test these assumptions, the NLIHC used the 2006
American Community Survey (ACS) to analyze actual
employment characteristics for renter households and their
variations for different household sizes.

The study also focuses specifically on wage and salary
earnings to estimate the share of renter households who,
regardless of the number of wage earners or hours worked,
could afford their state’s average FMR.

Findings of Study

The study found that roughly 77 percent of the nation’s
36 million renter households in 2006 reported wage or
salary income, with the rate increasing with household
size, from 61 percent for one person to 92 percent for
five- and six-person households.

It also found that the majority of renter households
work more than the standard 40-hour week, indicating
that the housing wage overestimates the wage some house-
hold members must earn to afford the FMR.

“The average one-person renter household with earn-
ings from wages and salaries worked 40 hours per week

in 2006, but larger hiouséholds, matiy with multiple wage
earners, ‘averaged anywhere from 51 to 58 hours per
week,” the report says. “These additional hours in the
labor force ‘indicaté that household meémbers could earn
a‘wage lower than the estimated housing wage' and still
afford an appropriately sized unit at the FMR”: S
The report adds; however, that the ousing wage is
underestimated for thie 29 percent of ‘all renter house-
holds who did not average 40 hours of work per week.
The study also found that although. households with
more than one member worked more hours than single-
person households, the average- number-of hours worked:
did not increase significantly for larger households. Ac-
cording to the report, 84 percent of three- and four

son households and 77, percent of five- and, six;person

households ontained 1o more than two wage earn

AMHordubility Problems = 5
The study also points out that full-time employment is no
guarantee that a houseliold' éafr afford its state’s FMR,
since 11.8' million, ‘or 43 perceit, of the 27:8 ihillion
working renter households in 2006 did ‘not-éarn eiidugh’
to afford the average FMR for an appropriately, sized upit..
This affordability problem is actually greater for larger
households, even though they worked more hours than
smaller households, according to the report. Since aver-
age earnings largely leveled off for households with more
than two persons, the bigger households didn’t earn enough
money to pay the higher FMR for larger units.

Specifically, the study found that as many as 59 per-
cent of five- and six-person renter households were un-
able to afford a unit renting at the FMR, compared with
1IiQIEercent of singles and 37 percent of two-person house-

olds.

Affordability was also lower in states with high hous-
ing costs. Nationally, wage and salary earnings for 42.6

t of working renter households were insufficient to
afford the FMR, but the level was 52.2 percent in Califor-
nia, 52.1 percent in the District of Columbia, and 49.8
percent in Massachusetts.

At the other end of the scale, only 27.7 percent of work-
ing renter households in North Dakota found the FMR
unaffordable.

(“Putting the Housing Wage to the Test” is available at
www.nlihc.org.) -

Lack of Affordable Housing Most j{f
Commonly Cited Cause of Family

Homelessness in Mayors’ Survey

Lack of affordable housing was the most commonly
cited cause of family homelessness in the annual U.S.

Janvary 7,:2008
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Conference of Mayors (USCM) survey on hu
homelessness. T
The USCM was joined in the survey by Sodexho, Inc,,

an.integrated. food.and facilities. management services..... ..

company, and the report was prepared by Abt Associates.

responses from. 23 of
unger. and;

'rhe 23 respoﬁdmg .cities are:Bosten; G
: Ch:cago, .Qle veland; Depver'

..... .

‘unduphcated persons ‘used emergency ‘shelter or ‘transi-
. tional housing over the November 1, 2006-October 31,

© 2007, survey ‘petiod.

_Individuals. made up.76. percent of. the total.number.of.
persons using emergency shelter and transitional hous-
ing; members of households with children accoynted for
23 percent and unaocompamed youth 1 peréen .

homeless persons actessing em cy. §
sitionial hohising, while memd ‘# spexitig fic
number of hg}nseholdsmth children. vt e
Seven'cities reported a ‘decrédse i me‘ﬁséﬁfgf%méi‘:«"
genq sheltet and n-ansinonal lwusmg e pelemobe

“Fof ‘farnilies with chlldren, ‘the ave
stay was 5,7 months; and for individual:
was 4. T months -In)2006 _th er

they tur:ied people away from shel,‘ T3
time, down from 77 percent of’ the resp

(A Status=Report on- Huviger .:amt Homelcssnes&m
m 2 uy rvey is available at

JaRiary 7;:2088
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L.B. gets
$5.4M
grant for

homeless

FUNDING: Money to
be used for homeless
services may help ease
winter shelter problems.

By Greg Mellen
Staff writer

LONG BEACH -- The city’s
Department of Health and
Human Services announced
Thursday it was awarded $5.4 mil-
lion in federal grants for homeless
services.

The amount is a 15 percent
increase from last year’s grant and
will go to support an array of
services provided by 12 agencies
and the city. :

All of the programs previously
funded had their grants renewed
and newly added People Assisting
The Homeless (PATH) received
the bulk of the increase, with a
grant of more than $644,000.

PATH will manage 81 units of
permanent affordable housing for
families at the Villages at Cabrillo
complex, once construction on the
project is completed. Half those

units will be set aside for families’

- with members with disabilities or
special needs. The money will go
to subsidies for rent and support
services for the families, |

Joel John Roberts,. chief execu-
tive officer of PATH, credited
Long Beach with doing a strong
job leveraging federal funds.

Roberts said the grants were an

. “affirmation” that the city was

; doing a stellar job planning and

¢ developing the federally man-
dated *10-year Plan to End Home-
lessness.” -

* Federal money could be espe-
cially important given budget
woes at the state level. The state
announced a $400,000 reduction
in its Emergency Shelter Program,
but the impact for Long Beach is
unknown.

The state cuts will reduce shel-
ter beds by 1,900,

Shelter grant money doesn’t go |

directly to city, but goes to local
shelter programs, including the
winter emergency shelter.

Corinne Schneider, the bureay °

manager of Human and Social Ser-
vices, was happy to see all of the
city’s programs receive continued
funding. She noted that keeping
the annual allocations is not auto-
matic and Long Beach has to com-
petitively bid to maintain those

" programs.

“We are always anxious,”
Schneider said of the time period
before the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
announces.its grant awards.

Schneider said Long Beach
receives mdre than the normal
amovnt that wonld go to a city of
this size in part becaase of strong

" gpplications and proof of results.
The grants will fund.30 home--

less projects that provide services
such as permanent housing, sup-
port services, and child care for
individuals and families moving
off the street. Fourteen projects
are based at the city’s Multi-Ser-
vice Center, 11 at the Villages at
Cabrillo and five are citywide.

Staft Wriler Paul Eakins contributed to
this report,

[
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Sur Real Estate of Mind - Friday, January 4, 2008

News Wire: County of LA Programs - Fully Expended

Another blow has been dealt to first-time homebuyers wishing to take
advantage of government-back subsidized loan programs. The County of
Los Angeles' Homeownership Program (HOP}, American Dream Down
pPayment Initiative (ADDI) and S-HOP programs are now out of funds
for an unspecified amount of time. Buyers who have already approved
loans from these aforementioned programs are likely to be put on a
waiting list or have their loan carried out in the pipeline to
closing. Others, such as those getting pre approvals, will be stuck
until the County replenishes it's funds - hopefully, around
March/April of this year. But until then, all we can do is wait...

Posted by Mr. Nicholds at 11:15 AM
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Section 8 comes to
Brentwood building

Brentwood apartments, not individual tenants, fall
under designation

By Hilary Costa
STAFF WRITER
Article Launched: 01/15/2008 02:57:30 AM PST

A Brentwood affordable-housing apartment
complex for seniors is being converted to a Section
8 housing assistance property, increasing the
number of such units in the city by nearly 25
percent.

Brentwood Senior Commons, located just east of
downtown, is in the process of getting project-
based Section 8 approval for 31 of its 79 units.
Officials at Eden Housing, the nonprofit group that
built and runs the complex, said they expect an
additional 48 units to be approved in the next few
months.

There are 319 Section 8 units in Brentwood,
according to Bruce Smargiasso, director of housing
assistance programs.

Project-based Section 8 is different, however, than
the form of housing assistance most commonly
associated with that designation.

Traditional Section 8 awards individuais or families
a voucher they can use to rent approved housing,
whereas project-based Section 8 status sits with the
property itself, said Beth Quirarte, director of fund

development for Hayward-based Eden Housing.

Once project-based Section 8 is enacted at
Brentwood Senior Commons, residents will pay no
more than 30 percent of their adjusted incomes for
rent and utilities each month. If the unit's rent

is more than that amount, the county Housing
Authority will subsidize the difference.

"It's more adding an additional layer of

financing than converting,” said Quirarte, who
acknowledged that there sometimes are negative
connotations associated with Section 8.

The apartments, which range in size from 650 to
715 square feet, rent for $392, $627 or $705a
month, depending on the resident's income.

The complex accepts low-income residents who are
62 or older with an income of no more than 50
percent of the area median income, said Monica
Garcia, project manager with Eden Housing.

Garcia said project-based Section 8 is particularly
helpful for seniors as they retire and begin living on
fixed incomes.

"By having this available, it assures they can live in
our building for as long as they would like," Garcia
said.

Eden Housing was founded in 1968 and has built
more than 5,000 affordable units in six Northern
California counties. It provides on-site management
for more than half of those properties, according to
its Web site.

Section 8 housing assistance has been a hot topic
in East County in the past year, particularly in
Antioch, where police have taken over code
enforcement duties for problem properties. Some
residents have voiced concerns that Section 8
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tenants neglect their residences and are partially

responsible for increased crime and dropping
property values.

A report issued in December by a legal advocacy
group and a civil rights crganization accused the
Antioch Police Department's Community Action
Team — a squad that responds to complaints about
problem properties — of unfairly targeting black
families on Section 8§ assistance.

Antioch has 1,499 Section 8 units, said Smargiasso,
the housing assistance programs director — 29
more than it had in 2006.

City officials have no say as to how many homes
become Section 8, said Kwame Reed,
Brentwood’s senior housing analyst.

"We're not involved with Section 8 at all,” Reed
said "The decision is made between the property
owner and the county.”

Reed said the city uses its inclusionary Housing
Pragram to ensure that developers provide a number
- of affordable units in new neighborhoods to meet

the city's affordable housing quota. It also

runs its own rental program, in which it rents
affordable units to people within eligible income
limits.

Reach Hilary Costa at 925-778-7139 or
hcosta@bayareanewsgroup.com .
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Carlos Jackson
Executive Director

January 23, 2008

Honorable Housing Commissioners
Housing Authority of the

County of Los Angeles

2 Coral Circle

Monterey Park, California 91755

Dear Commissioners:

AWARD ONE-YEAR AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE COUNTYWIDE ASBESTOS
AND/OR LEAD CONSULTING SERVICES (ALL DISTRICTS)

ITIS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR COMMISSION:

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that approval of one-year
Asbestos and/or Lead Consulting Services Agreements is not subject to the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described
herein, because the action will not have the potential for causing a significant
effect on the environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve and authorize the
Executive Director of the Housing Authority to execute one-year Asbestos
and/or Lead Consulting Services Agreements (Agreements) with eight
consulting firms identified in Attachment A, to provide asbestos and/or lead
consulting services on a project-by-project, as needed basis during the
development and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial and
other facilities throughout the County of Los Angeles, to be effective upon
execution by all parties, and to use as needed for this purpose a maximum
aggregate amount of $80,000, to be incorporated into the Housing Authority’s
approved 2007-2008 Fiscal Year budget.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director of the Housing Authority to execute additional Asbestos and/or Lead
Consultant contracts with one or more consulting firms from among five other
qualified proposals received, also identified in Attachment A, provided that the
consulting rates of these additional firms do not exceed the rates provided in
their respective proposals.

/
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4. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to execute amendments to the Agreements, following approval as to
form by County Counsel, to extend the contract term for up to two additional
years, in one-year increments, contingent upon the availability of funds.

5. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive
Director to increase the aggregate contract amount by up to $8,000 for any
unforeseen, needed asbestos and/or lead consulting services.

PURPOSE /JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION:

The purpose of the recommended action is to enter into contracts to retain the services
of eight consulting firms to provide asbestos and/or lead consulting services for the
development and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial and other facilities
benefiting the County of Los Angeles.

FISCAL IMPACT TO THE COUNTY/ FINANCING:
There is no impact on the County general fund.

The Commission will use a maximum aggregate amount of $745,000, to be
incorporated into the Commission’s approved 2007-2008 Fiscal Year budget, for the
first year of services under the Agreements. A 10% contingency in the maximum
aggregate amount of $74,500 is also being set-aside for unforeseen costs and projects,
to be incorporated into the Commission’s approved 2007-2008 Fiscal Year budget as
needed. After the first year, the Commission may extend the Agreements for up to two
additional years, in one-year increments, contingent upon the availability of funds.

The Housing Authority Agreements will parallel the Commission Agreements and will
use a maximum aggregate amount of $80,000, to be incorporated into the Housing
Authority’s approved 2007-2008 Fiscal Year budget, for the first year of services under
the Agreements. A 10% contingency in the maximum aggregate amount of $8,000 is
also being set-aside for unforeseen costs and projects, to be incorporated into the
Housing Authority’s approved 2007-2008 Fiscal Year budget as needed. After the first
year, the Housing Authority may extend the Agreements for up to two additional years,
in one-year increments, contingent upon the availability of funds.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:

The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act, the National Emissions Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants and the South Coast Air Quality Management District have
established regulatory requirements for the testing and abatement of asbestos. The
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has established
‘requirements for the reduction of lead-based hazards in federally assisted projects. In
addition, the Toxic Substances Control Act, the federal Occupational Health and Safety
Administration, the California Code of Regulations, and the California Environmental
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Protection agency have established regulatory requirements for the testing and
abatement of lead.

The proposed Agreements define the asbestos consulting services to be performed by
the eight consulting firms identified in Attachment A. Over the initial one-year term, as
required during the development and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial
and other facilities, the firms will conduct the following activities: asbestos surveys;
project design and monitoring (including review of construction contract documents,
plans and specifications); limited (component-specific) sampling; abatement feasibility
studies; pre-abatement (baseline) testing; cost estimates; on-site abatement monitoring
during construction; clearance testing; and waste handling and disposal. -

The proposed Agreements also define the lead consulting services to be performed by
the eight consulting firms identified in Attachment A. Over the initial one-year term, as
required during the development and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial
and other facilities, the consulting firms will conduct the following activities: lead-based
paint inspections; risk assessments; hazard assessments; limited sampling
(component-specific); soil sampling; pre-abatement (baseline) testing; abatement
project design and monitoring activities (including review of construction contract
documents, plans and specifications); cost estimates; and clearance testing.

The one-year Agreements may be amended to incorporate specific sites and detailed
statements of work for each project. The Agreements may also be amended to extend
the time of performance for a maximum of two years, in one-year increments, and to
include additional projects and compensation.

The consulting firms will be assigned projects on a project-by-project, as-needed basis
and will receive compensation based on the statement of services performed. The
addition of projects to each Agreement will be determined based on site needs,
qualifications of the consulting firm in the various aspects of the testing process, and the
complexity of the assignment. Each firm’s cost of services will not exceed the costs
accepted on the Cost Sheet submitted with its proposal in response to the Request for
Proposals, or the negotiated dollar amount for individual asbestos or lead assignments
or work programs.

County Counsel has reviewed this letter, and the Agreements will be effective following
execution by all parties.

Should any of the consulting firms identified in Attachment A require additional or
replacement personnel during the term of the Agreements, they will give consideration
for any such employment openings to participants in the County’s Department of Public
Social Services’ Greater Avenues for Independence (GAIN) Program and General
Relief Opportunity for Work (GROW) Program who meet the minimum qualifications for
.the open positions. The consulting firms will contact the County’s GAIN/GROW Division
for a list of participants by job category.
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The Asbestos/Lead consulting services Agreement will be effective following approval
as to form by County Counsel and execution by all parties.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION:

This action is exempt from the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act
pursuant to 24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58, Section 58.34 (a)(3) because it
involves administrative activities that will not have a physical impact or result in any
physical changes to the environment. This action is not subject to the provisions of
CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15060(c)(3) and 15378, because it
is not defined as a project under CEQA and does not have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment.

CONTRACTING PROCESS:

On September 27, 2007, a joint Request for Proposals (RFP) announcement was
mailed to 467 consulting firms identified from the Commission’s vendor list to identify
firms to provide asbestos and/or lead consulting services. The announcement
appeared in ten local newspapers covering each geographical region of the County.
The RFP was released on October 2, 2007, and was posted on both the County and the
Commission websites. Twenty-seven RFP packages were downloaded from the
Commission’s website, and 17 RFP packages were distributed electronically in
response to e-mail requests for the RFP.

Thirteen proposals were received by the October 22, 2007 deadline.

The Summary of Outreach Activities is provided as Attachment B.

IMPACT ON CURRENT PROGRAMS:

The proposed Agreements will provide Countywide asbestos and/or lead consulting
services for the development and/or rehabilitation of affordable housing, commercial
and other facilities throughout the County of Los Angeles.

Respectfully submitted,

Fubhate 4
ARLOS JACKSON

Executive Director

Attachments: 2



Attachment A
Proposed Firms for Award of Asbestos and/or Lead
Consulting Services Agreements

| Top Eight Ranked Firms:

Allstate Services Environmental, Inc.

ATC Associates, Inc.

A-Tech Consulting, Inc.

Bainbridge Environmental Consultants

Barr & Clark

H2 Environmental Consulting Services, Inc.‘
Lead Tech Environmental

National Econ Corporation

Remaining Five Firms:

CTL Environmental Services

Aurora Industrial Hygiene

“Converse Consultants

'Bureau Veritas North America, Inc.

Gale/ Jordan Associates, Inc.




ATTACHMENT B
AGREEMENTS FOR ASBESTOS/ LEAD CONSULTING SERVICES

Summary of Outreach Activities

On September 27, 2007, the following outreach was initiated to identify qualified firms to
provide asbestos and/or lead consulting services.

A.

- Newspaper Advertising

Annduncements appeared in the following 10 local newspapers:

La Opinion _ - The Daily News
International Daily News , L.A: Sentinel
Eastside Sun Los Angeles Times
Long Beach Press Telegram Agua Dulce News

Antelope Valley Press
Wave Community Newspapers: The Westside, West and East Editions

Distribution of Request for Proposals (RFP) Packets

The Commission’s vendor list was used to mail out the RFP to 467 asbestos and/
or lead consulting firms, of which 179 identified themselves as businesses owned
by minorities or women (private firms which are 51% owned by minorities or
women, or publicly-owned businesses in which 51% of the stock is owned by -
minorities or women). A total of 44 firms received copies of the RFP either by
mail or by downloading the RFP package from the Commission’s website.

Proposal Results

'By the deadiine of October 22, 2007, 13 proposals were received from 13 firms:

of which three firms indicated they are female-owned, one firm indicated it is
female minority-owned and one firm indicated it is minority-owned. On
November 19, 2007, the Lead/Asbestos Proposal Review Panel, comprised of
five representatives from the Commission, met to review the sample reports and
professional qualifications of the firms responsive to the RFP requirements. After
the evaluation and review process was completed, the Review Panel is
recommending eight firms for award of contracts.

Top Eight Ranked Firms:

Firm Total Evaluation Score
Alistate Services Environmental, Inc. ** 766.50
ATC Associates, Inc. 654




A-Tech Consulting, Inc. **

Bainbridge Environmental Consultants
Barr & Clark

H2 Environmental Services, Inc.*
Lead Tech Environmental

National Econ Corporation

Remaining Five Firms:

CTL Environmental Services
Aurora Industrial Hygiene**
Converse Consultants

Bureau Veritas North America, Inc.
Gale/ Jordan Associates, Inc.

*Minority/female-owned firm
**Female-owned firm

D.

Firm Name

744
682.50
752
731.50
681.50
758

Total Evaluation Score
646
635
635
593
558.50

Participation of Minorities and Women - Firms Selected

Alistate Services Environmental, Female

Inc.

A-Tech Consulting, inc. Female

Bainbridge Environmental Minority
Consultants

Barr & Clark

Ownership Emgldyees

Total 13
2 Minorities
8 Women
15% Minorities
62% Women

Total 9
5 Minorities
4 Women
56% Minorities
44% Women

Total 11.
6 Minorities
5 Women

55% Minorities

45% Women

Non-Minority Total 7

2 Minorities
3 Women
29% Minorities
43% Women




Firm Name

H2 Environmental Services, Inc.

Lead Tech Environmental

National Econ Corporation

ATC Associates

Aurora Industrial Hygiene

Gale/ Jordan Associates, Inc.

Bureau Veritas North America,
Inc.

Ownership

Minority/Female

Non-Minority

Non-Minority

Non-Minority

Female

Non-Minority

Non-Minority

Total
8
4
53%
27%

Total
2
1
29%
14%

Total
3
2
25%
17%

Total
376
507

25%
34%

Total
3
4
23%
31%

Total
4
2
27%
13%

Total
321
529

16%
27%

Employees

15
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

7
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

12
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

1500
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

13
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

15
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women

1981
Minorities
Women
Minorities
Women




Firm Name Ownership Emgloyées

Converse Consultants Non-Minority Total 327
‘ 86 Minorities
56 Women
26% Minorities
17% Women

CTL Environmental Services Non-Minority Total 32
: 15 Minorities
13 Women
47% Minorities
41% Women -

The Commission encourages the participation of minorities and women in the contract
award process, including: providing information about the Commission at local and
national conferences, conducting seminars for minorites and women regarding
programs and services, advertising in newspapers to invite placement on the vendor
list, and mailing information to associations which represent minorities and women. The
above information has been voluntarily provided by the firms which participated in the
outreach program.

The recommendation to award the Appraisal Services Agreements to the above firms is
being made in accordance with federal regulations, and without regard to race, creed,
color, gender, or sexual orientation. '




HOUSING AUTHORITY Gloria Molina

of the County of Los Angeles Yvonne Brathwaite Burke
Administrative Office Zev Yl;’::s:(c:’::g
2 Coral Circle * Monterey Park, CA 91755 L\_ Michael D. Antonovich
323.890.7001 » TTY: 323.838.7449 » www.lacdc.org Commissioners

Carlos Jackson
Executive Director

January 23, 2008

Honorable Housing Commissioners
Housing Authority of the

County of Los Angeles

2 Coral Circle

Monterey Park, California 91755

Dear Commissioners:

AWARD LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES CONTRACT FOR
UJIMA VILLAGE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (2)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR COMMISSION:

1. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners find that approval of a landscape
maintenance services contract for Ujima Village is exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as described herein, because the services
will not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.

2. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve and authorize the
Executive Director of the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles to
execute a one-year contract (Contract) in the amount of $115,728, in
substantially the form of the attached, and all related documents, with Far East
Landscape & Maintenance, Inc. (Far East), to provide landscape maintenance
services at the Ujima Village housing development, to be effective following
approval as to form by County Counsel and execution by all parties.

3. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive Director
to execute amendments to the Contract, following approval as to form by
County Counsel, to extend the time of performance for an additional two years,
in one-year increments, at the same annual amount of $115,728.

4. Recommend that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Executive Director
to use a maximum amount of $347,184 over a three-year period for the
purposes describe above, comprised of $115,728 in funds included in the
Housing Authority’s approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget, and $231,456 in
funds to be requested through the Housing Authority’s annual budget approval
process.

I
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION:

The purpose of this action is to award a Contract for landscape maintenance services at
the Ujima Village housing development to ensure a safe and clean environment for the
residents.

FISCAL IMPACT/ FINANCING:

There is no impact on the County general fund. The maximum aggregate amount for all
three years of the Contract, if fully extended, will be $347,184. The first year of service
under the Contract will not exceed $115,728, which is included in the Housing
Authority’s approved Fiscal Year 2007-2008 budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS:

The Ujima Village housing development consists of 15 acres with 300 housing units for
families and seniors. The landscape maintenance services include trash pick-up,
mowing, weeding, bush and tree trimming, routine irrigation and sprinkler maintenance
and repair, and semi-annual power washing of the parking lot.

The proposed services are being federally funded, and are not subject to the
requirements of the Greater Avenues for Independence (GAIN) Program implemented
by the County of Los Angeles. Instead, the contractor must comply with Section 3 of
the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968, as amended, which requires
that employment and other economic opportunities generated by certain U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) assistance be directed to low-
and very low-income persons, particularly to persons who are recipients of HUD
housing assistance.

The Housing Authority has determined that Far East has met the requirements of the
Living Wage Program and agrees to pay living wage hourly rates to full-time employees
while providing services under the Contract.

The Contract will be effective following approval as to form by County Counsel and
execution by all parties.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This action is exempt from the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act
pursuant to 24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58, Section 58.35 (b)(3) because it
involves maintenance activities that will not have a physical impact or result in any
physical changes to the environment. The action is exempt from the provisions of
CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 15301 because it involves activities that do
not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.

CONTRACTING PROCESS:

During the week of October 12, 2007, announcements of the Invitation for Bids (IFB)
were mailed to 113 firms identified from the Housing Authority’s vendor's list.
Advertisements also appeared in eight newspapers and on the County Web Site. Ten
bid packages were distributed.

On November 14, 2007, four bids were received and formally opened. The low bid of
$92,400, submitted by Grace Building Maintenance, was disqualified because they were
non-responsive to the IFB by not disclosing labor violations on their Living Wage
documents. The second lowest bid, submitted by Far East, met all of the criteria set
forth in the IFB, and is being recommended for the contract award. The Summary of
Outreach Activities is provided with as Attachment A.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES AND PROJECTS:

This Contract will continue necessary services to properly maintain the landscaping at
Ujima Village.

Respectfully submitted,

CARLOS JAC%

Executive Director

Attachments: 2



ATTACHMENT A

Summary of Qutreach Activities

Landscape Maintenance Services

During the week of October 12, 2007, the following outreach wa—s initiated to identify
contractors to provide landscape maintenance services at the Ujima Village housing
development located in unincorporated Los Angeles County.

A.

Newspaper Advertising

Announcements appeared in eight local newspapers:

La Opinion Los Angeles Times

L.A. Sentinel The Wave Publications Group
International Daily News Long Beach Press Telegram
Eastern Group Publishing Daily News Los Angeles

An announcement was also posted on the County Web Site.

Distribution of Bid Packets

The Housing Authority's vendor list was used to mail out the Invitation for Bids to
113 firms, of which 45 identified themselves as firms owned by minorities or
women (private firms that are 51% owned by minorities or women, or publicly
owned businesses, in which 51% of the stock is held by minorities or women).
Ten bid packages were requested and distributed.

On October 31, 2007, a pre-bid conference and site walk was conducted. Eight
firms were in attendance.

Bid Results

Or|1 November 14, 2007, four bids were formally opened. The results were as
follows:

Contractor Bid Amount
Grace Building Maintenance $ 92,400.00
Far East Landscape & Maintenance, Inc. $115,728.00
Nature Care, Inc. $154,560.00

Accent Landscape, Inc. $206,014.32




E. Minority/Women Participation — Selected Firm

Name Ownership
Far East Landscape Minority
& Maintenance, Inc.
F. Minority/Women Participation — Firms Not Selected

Name Ownership

Grace Building Maintenance ~ Minority

Accent Landscape, Inc. Minority

Nature Care, Inc. Non-minority

Employees

14 Total

13 minorities

1 women
79% minorities
21% women

Employees

74 Total

47 minorities
27 women
64% minorities
36% women

25 Total

24 minorities
1 women

96% minorities

4% women

18 Total

17 minorities

0 women
94% minorities
0% women

The Housing Authority conducts ongoing outreach to include minorities and women in
the contract award process, including: providing information at local and national
conferences; conducting seminars for minorities and women regarding programs and
services; advertising in newspapers to invite placement on the vendor list; and mailing
information to associations representing minorities and women. The above information
has been voluntarily provided to the Housing Authority.

The recommended award of contract is being made in accordance with the Housing
Authority's policies and federal regulations, and without regard to race, creed, color, or

gender.




ATTACHMENT B

Contract Summary

Project Name: Ujima Village Landscape Maintenance Services Contract

Location: Ujima Village Housing Development
Bid Number: CDC07-208

Bid Date: November 14, 2007

Contractor: Far East Landscape & Maintenance
Services: Landscape Maintenance Services

Contract Documents: Attachment A — Statement of Work; Attachment B — Fee
Schedule; Attachment C — Required Contract Forms; and Attachment D — Required
Contract Notices.

Time of Commencement: The work to be performed under this Contract shall
commence following Board approval.

Contract Sum: The maximum aggregate amount of the contracts shall not exceed, in
current funds, the sum of One Hundred Fifteen Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Eight Dollars and Zero Cents ($115,728.00).








